Foreword
® Practical Notes

Heroic overture

1 From Kursk to Moscow: the growth of avocation
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* An "instantaneous action” meant to reveal the “world’s unity”

* Dematerializing nature

3 “The quest for the great cosmogonic myth”

* "That vague cosmic religiosity sweeping through me..."

* “Expressing certain spiritual experiences through pictorial forms”
* Not the eye but thought's mysterious center

* The aesthetic mirror

4 Colors igniting in the painter's mind

* Moscow, the other hub of French art

* "Cézanne is the master of us all.” Henri Matisse

* The energy of “liberated color”

* Malewicz's response to Matisse; the “essence of knowable form*

* Going beyond the face value of images: toward a new iconic order
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* Areply to Matisse: the advent of the “purist* aesthetic
* “Primitivist” idealization: the first visions of absolute form

* On the political use of the peasant subterfuge

6 The - significant volume”
* Disturbing the integrity of things

* The persistence of the peasant theme as the basis of formal transmutation

* The organization of concepts originating from Western Cubism

7 ‘Thenew hythm*
* The most Cubist of the Cubists
* Escaping the “Darwinism of geometry”
* Simply the dynamic sensation itself

* "Concerning the difficulty of contriving new [compositional]

schemes and the danger of arid abstraction”

8 "Stripping away the banal appearance of things”

* At the origins of a new cosmic consciousness:
the mystery of the fourth dimension

* Cubism, [that] incomplete epithet ...

160
170
175 |

180 ‘

186

196 |
206
209

216
219

229

234

238

242

248

254



9 A reply to Futurism: “changing quantity into quality” 258 11 “Planes are appearing” ) 344

* “Introducing confusion into the construction” 264 » Transcending avant-garde militancy 349
* Displacing the links to the visible ... 2N e From the theatrical action to the symbolic space of the picture 352
* New concepts of convexity ... 278 « The shock of the raw image freed from its figurative context 358
* Only through the operation of thought does the visible world * Beyond Picasso: the search for a Cubist absolute 362
become areal world ... 282 * Collage, that “reign of simulacrum which is the supreme heresy in art ...” 37

* Mastering the universal dynamism ... 286 * The plane: a creation of intuitive reason 380
* Objects vanishing like smoke ... 288 ¢ Against a new naturalism ... 383
« Exploring the limits of Cubist mimesis 387

10 “On the threshold of a new spring”:

the revolution of Victory over the Sun 294 12 "Casting off the luggage of wisdom .. 396
« The avant-garde’s stakes in the theatrical competition 300 « Attaining the unknown through a disordering of alt the senses ... 406
» Toward a dictatorship of the eye 307 * Things used magically ... 422
* An archaeology of the anti-opera 308 « Art moves toward the domination of nature’s forms ... 434
« The Futurists’ “heliomachia,” an initiatic mystery for the modern age 315 * Banning sweet Psyche’s smile [from painting] 436
* The call for a “cylindrical sonority” in noises and vowels 324 « The “surgery” of form 442
« The plane in motion: the foundation of the new world 326 * Untying the knots of wisdom ... 453

« Going beyond anthropomorphic conventions: costumes consisting of

"triangles, circles, variegated squares and other geometric figures.” 334
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