Contents

Preface viii
Acknowledgements xiv

I Prologue: a brief history of metaphysics |
I.1 Rationalism 2

1.2 Empiricism 6

1.3 Transcendental Idealism 17

1.4 Logical Empiricism 24
1.4.1 Aufbau (Construction) 24

1.4.2 Demolition 34

1.4.3 Reconstruction: the road ahead 39

2 Dispositions 45
2.| Semantics 45
2.1.1 Core features of dispositions 45

2.1.2 Void Satisfaction and modality 47

2.1.3 Random Coincidences (RC) and Productive Responsibility 52

2.1.4 Natural properties and natural laws 58

2.1.5 Summary: (NON-OBS), (MOD) and (PROD) 63

2.2 Ontology 64
2.2.1 Farewell to Empiricism 64

2.2.2 An ontological turn 64

2.2.3 Categorical properties 66

2.2.4 Categoricalism 70

2.2.5 Humean Supervenience 75

3 Counterfactuals 87
3.1 Motivation.Where we come from 87

3.2 Post-Empiricist truth conditions for counterfactual conditionals 90




vi

Contents

3.3 Interlude: Possible Worlds Semantics.; the world is not enough
3.4 The present orthodoxy for counterfactuals

3.5 Counterfactuals and dispositions

Laws of nature

4.1 Basic intuitions about laws

4.2 Early regularity accounts

4.3 A sophisticated regularity account
4.4 The necessitation account

4.5 The counterfactuals account

4.6 Laws as unanalysably fundamental
4.7 Laws and dispositions

Causation

5.1 Preliminaries and agenda
5.2 Regularity theories

5.3 Counterfactual theories
5.4 Transfer theories

5.5 Interventionist theories
5.6 Classifications

5.7 Causation and dispositions

Dispositional Essentialism

6.1 Back to pre-Humean metaphysics
6.2 Dispositionalism
6.2.1 What is Dispositionalism?

6.2.2 Indirect reasons for Dispositionalism
6.2.3 Direct reasons for Dispositionalism

6.3 Essentialism
6.3.1 Semantic Internalism
6.3.2 Semantic Externalism
6.3.3 Essences

6.4 Dispositional Essentialism

6.4.1 Dispositional Essentialism and counterfactuals
6.4.2 Dispositional Essentialism and laws
6.4.3 Dispositional Essentialism and causation

6.5 Back to monads?

96
102
2

128

128
131
135
145
152
162
168

175

175
177
183
193
202
212
215

223

223
224
224
224
226
234
234
239
246
251
255
259
264
273



Contents  vil

7 Epilogue: meta-metaphysics

7.1 Metaphysics, anti-metaphysics and metaphysics again

7.2 Simplicity, strength and their balance as a tool to judge
metaphysics

7.3 Inferences to the best explanation

7.4 Transcendental arguments, serviceability and indispensability

7.5 Science, scientific realism and the metaphysics of science

7.6 The Canberra Plan

7.7 Extensional adequacy

7.8 Why defend Hume’s Dictum?

7.9 Polemical remarks

Afterword
Index

285
285
287

291
293

1296

299
304
307
316

325
327






