
The Prague Spring 
as a Laboratory 

Proceedings of the Annual Conference 
of Collegium Carolinum 

Bad Wiessee, 26-29 October 2017 

Edited by 
Martin Schulze Wessel 

Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht 



CONTENTS 

Martin Schulze Wessel: The Prague Spring as a Laboratory ............. . 

I. Cultural Patterns 

Martin Schulze Wessel: Temporal Order during the Prague Spring...... 7 

Thomas M. Bohn: 1968 as a "Double Revolution:" Entanglements 
between East and West ........... ...... .................. . . .. .. . . .. .. 19 

II. Groups of Agents 

Vitezslav Sommer: Socialism at the Crossroads: Czechoslovak Reform 
Communism and the Contradictions of Socialist Governance 

Johannes Gleixner: Between a New System and Capitalist Rules: 
The Czechoslovak Economic Reform Discussion and the 

35 

Question of the Autonomy of the Socialist Economy .... ......... . 53 

Martin Franc: The Central Brain of Society? The Czechoslovak 
Academy of Sciences and the Social Changes of the Second Half 
of the 1960s ....................... . . .. ................................ 67 

Adam Hudek: The Slovak Academy of Sciences in the Reform 
Process: Visions, Expectations and Demands ..................... ... 83 

Jan Mervart: Radical Democrats between Reform and Revolution ...... 99 

Ivan Landa: Historical Bloc and Revolution: The Radical Democratic 
Interpretation of the Prague Spring of 1968 .......................... 117 

Ondfej Matejka: A Long Evangelical Spring? The Czech Protestant 
Milieu and Communist Reformers between 1963 and 1977 .......... 143 

Peter Bugge: Too Many Words? Prague Spring Writers in the Eyes 
of Czechoslovak Political Leaders of 1968 ........................ .... 163 

III. Mediatization 

Marina Zavacka: "Dear Comrade Dubcek. .. " Between a Shift towards 
Civility and a New Personality Cult . ..... . . ..... ...... . .............. 179 



VI Contents 

Anna Bischof From "Freedom Fighters" to "Responsible 
Opposition:" The Czechoslovak Service of Radio Free Europe 
and the Prague Spring........ ... ............. ...... ....... . .. .... .... 197 

Helene Leclerc: The Czechoslovak Monthly Journal "1m Herzen 
Europas" and the Prague Spring................ . ............. . ...... .. .. 213 

Darina Volf: The Search for the "Czechoslovak Model:" Abandoning 
the Soviet Path and Pioneering Socialism for Highly Developed 
European Nations ............................................ ... ..... 227 

IV. Retrospective Interpretation and Its Agents 

Zdenek Nebrensky: The Prague Spring of 1968 as "Master Narrative:" 
Emergence, Continuity, and Transformation ... ............. . ....... 243 

Nora Schmidt: Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter in Political 
Reform Efforts: On the Cyclical Nature of Individual 
Commitment in the Work of Ludvik Vaculik ... ........ . .. ...... .. . . 261 

Pavel Kolar: Interpreting the Prague Spring: Disillusion, 
Melancholia, and the Waning of the Left....... .. ......... . .......... 277 

List of Abbreviations and Acronyms .................................... 293 

Index of Personal Names......................... ... ........... . ........ 295 

Contributors ...... . .... .. .... . ... .... . ... ... ............ ... ... .... . ...... 303 




