
THE SELECTED 
WRITINGS OF 
PIERRE HADOT 

Philosophy as Practice 

Translated by Matthew 
Sharpe and Federico Testa 

B L OO MSBUR Y ACADE MIC 
1.0i\!H)i\" • :" EW YORK· OXFORD· i\EW DEI.HI • SY D ~· E \, 



• 

CONTENTS 

Foreword by Arnold I. Davidson and Daniele Lorenzini vii 

Introduction: Situating Hadot Today 1 

Matthew Sharpe 

PART ONE KEY PARAMETERS 31 

1 My Books and My Research 33 

2 The Ancient Philosophers 43 

3 Ancient Philosophy: An Ethics or a Practice? 55 

4 The Oral Teaching of Plato 81 

PART TWO ASPECTS 9 1 

5 Conversion 93 

6 The Divisions of the Parts of Philosophy in 
Antiquity 105 

7 Philosophy, Dialectic and Rhetoric 
in Antiquity 133 



PART THREE NATURE 163 

8 Ancient Man and Nature 165 

9 The Genius of Place in Ancient Greece 177 

PART FOUR FIGURES 183 

10 The Figure of the Sage in Greek and Roman 
Antiquity 185 

11 Physics as Spiritual Exercise, or Pessimism and 
Optimism in Marcus Aurelius 207 

12 An Interrupted Dialogue with Michel Foucault: 
Convergences and Divergences 227 

PART FIVE ENDS 235 

13 The End of Paganism 237 

14 Models of Happiness Proposed by the Ancient 
Philosophers 265 

References 277 

Index Locorum 293 

Index of Proper Names 303 

vi CONTENTS 




