
PREDICATES 
AND THEIR SUBJECTS 

by 

SUSAN ROTHSTEIN 
Bar-Ilan University, Ramat Gan, Israel 

u 

" SPRINGER-SCIENCE+BUSINESS MEDIA, B.V. 



CONTENTS 

Introduction 

Chapter 1: Why 'subject' is a grammatical concept 
1.1 Aristotelian assumptions 
1.2 Aboutness 
1.3 Pivots and the semantic prominence of subjects 
1.4 The structural nature of the subject 
1.5 Conclusions and directions 
1.6 Appendix: some theoretical preliminaries 

A. Syntax 
B. Theta-theory 

PART I: THE SYNTAX OF PREDICATION 

Chapter 2: The grammatical theory of predication 
2.1 Theoretical issues 
2.2 The structure of the theory 
2.3 Small clauses 
2.4 A classification of syntactic categories 
2.5 Grammatical predication 

Chapter 3: The syntactic properties of subjects 
3.1 The distribution of pie on as tics 
3.2 Pleonastics and case 
3.3 The Extended Projection Principle 
3.4 Passive and raising 

Chapter 4: Predication as a thematic relation 
4.1 Theta-roles and predication 
4.2 DP traces and predicate variables 
4.3 Predication and movement 
4.4 Appendix: VP internal subjects 

Chapter 5: The syntactic forms of predication 
5.1 Introduction 
5.2 Predicate absorption and complex predicate formation 

5.2.1 The process of absorption 
5.2.2 Degree phrases 
5.2.3 Predicate absorption is a syntactic relation 

v 

ix 

1 
1 
5 
8 

18 
25 
27 
27 
29 

35 
35 
40 
49 
54 
60 

66 
66 
73 
76 
78 

84 
84 
89 
97 
98 

100 
100 
102 
102 
107 
110 



VI Contents 

5.3 
5.4 

5.5 
5.6 

Inflection, IP and predication 
Inflection, I', IP and subjects 
5.4.1 The syntactic position of subjects 
5.4.2 The Extended Projection Principle revisited 
Primary and secondary predication 
Adverbs 

PART II: THE SEMANTICS OF PREDICATION 

Chapter 6: Interpretation 
6.1 Assumptions 
6.2 Interpretation 
6.3 How this works 

6.3.1 Simple clauses 
6.3.2 Passive 
6.3.3 NP-raising 
6.3.4 Small clause complements 
6.3.5 CP predicates 

6.4 Adjunct and absorbed predicates 

6.5 
6.6 
6.7. 

6.4.1 Secondary predicates 
6.4.2 Predicate absorption 
6.4.3 Resultatives 
Subcategorised predicates 
Inflection in English 
Comparisons 
6.7.1 Dowty's (1982) theory of grammatical relations. 
6.7.2 Chierchia's property theory 

Chapter 7: The semantics of pleonastics 
7.1 Formal interpretation 

7.1.1 Pleonastics and a theory of subjects 
7.1.2 Interpreting pleonastics. 
7.1.3 Pleonastics in property theory 

7.2 More about full interpretation 
7.2.1 Pleonastics are just ordinary pronouns 
7.2.2 Non-theta-marked lexical subjects are possible 

7.3 Object pleonastics 
7.3.1 Theoretical predictions 
7.3.2 The constructions 

7.3.2.1 'it' + an adverbial quantifier 
7.3.2.2 'it' + CP 
7.3.2.3 Dislocation structures 

7.4 Remaining questions 

113 
118 
118 
120 
122 
128 

133 
133 
136 
140 
140 
142 
144 
145 
145 
147 
147 
151 
154 
156 
163 
163 
163 
162 

168 
168 
168 
170 
177 
179 
179 
182 
187 
187 
188 
188 
193 
197 
199 



Susan Rothstein vii 

PART III: THE SYNTAX AND SEMANTICS OF COPULAR 
CONSTRUCTIONS 

Chapter 8: Predication structures in Modern Hebrew identity 
constructions 

8.1 Introduction 
8.2 The data 
8.3 Analysis 
8.4 A note on eyn 
8.5 Semantics 
8.6 Greenberg's (1994/ 1997) analysis 

Chapter 9: Copular constructions in English 
9.1 Copular constructions and predication 
9.2 Two verbs 'be'? 
9.3 One 'be' + type-raising. 
9.4 Against predicate raising analyses of identity sentences 

9.4.1 The predicate raising approach 
9.4.2 Details of the theories 
9.4.3 Solutions 

9.5 Some discussion about predicate nominals 

PART IV: THE COPULA 

Chapter 10: The meaning of 'Be' 
10.1 The problem 
10.2 A more detailed look at the data 
10.3 The agentive 'be' solution 
10.4 Verbs and adjectives 

10.4.1 The theory 
10.4.2 The data 
10.4.3 The representation 

10.5 Be and the mass/count distinction 
10.5.1 Be 

10.6 
10.7 
10.8 
10.9 
10.10 
10.11 

Index 

10.5.2 A comparison between the mass/count distinction in 
the nominal and verbal domains 

How a derivation works 
Selectional restrictions 
Aspectual classification of 'be + AP' 
Agentivity effects with be in small clauses 
Agentivity effects with be in the progressive 
Some loose ends 
10.11.1 Progressive be vs copular be 
10.11.2 be in identity sentences 
10.11.3 Adjunct predicates revisited 
10.11.4 A note on Hebrew adjectives and possible cross­

linguistic variation 

205 
205 
206 
212 
221 
229 
231 

235 
235 
237 
238 
250 
250 
253 
259 
266 

273 
273 
277 
283 
288 
288 
289 
293 
295 
295 

301 
315 
316 
319 
326 
329 
335 
335 
335 
336 

337 

345 


