
Force and 
Understanding 

Writings on Philosophy and Resistance 

HOWARD CAVGILL 

Edited by Stephen Howard 

Afterword by Jacqueline Rose 

HL()()N\SHliRY ACAUEN\[C 



List of Illustrations vii 

Acknowledgements viii 

Introduction 1 

Contents 

PART ONE Conditions 
Section one: Starting points 19 

Gillian Rose 1947-1995: Art, justice and metaphysics 19 

2 The return of Nietzsche and Marx 27 

3 Violence, civility and the predicaments of philosophy 39 

4 Politics and war: Hegel and Clausewitz 65 

5 Perpetual police? Kosovo and the elision of police and military 

violence 77 

Section two: Affirmation 85 

6 The consolation of philosophy or 'neither Dionysus nor the crucified' 85 

7 Philosophy and cultural reform in the early Nietzsche 99 

8 Affirmation and eternal return in the Free-Spirit Trilogy 111 

9 Under the Epicurean skies 133 

10 That perhaps abused word ... 145 

Section three: Life 155 

11 Drafts for a metaphysics of the gene 155 

12 Liturgies of fear: Biotechnology and culture 167 

13 Life and aesthetic pleasure 179 

14 Soul and cosmos in Kant: A commentary on 'Two things fill the 

mind .. .' 191 

15 Life and energy 211 



vi CONTENTS 

Section four: Philosophy/science 219 

16 The topology of selection: The limits of Deleuze's biophilosophy 219 

17 The force of Kant's Opus postumum: Kepler and Newton in the 

Xlth fascicle 233 

18 Technology and the propitiation of chance 247 

19 Bataille and the Neanderthal extinction 263 

20 Inhuman destruction: The critique of exterminatory violence 285 

Section five: Immanence 299 

21 Kafka's exit: Exile, exodus and messianism 299 

22 The fate of the pariah: Arendt and Kafka's 'Nature 

Theatre of Oklahama' 319 

23 Benjamin's natural theology 333 

24 Levinas's silence 351 

25 Tableaux for a Massacre: Shatila, Thursday-Sunday 

16-19 September 1982 361 

PART TWO Resistance 
26 Philosophy and the Black Panthers 371 

27 The white mask: Light and shadow in Fanon 383 

28 The spirit of resistance and its fate 391 

29 Clausewitz and idealism 409 

30 Debt and the origins of obedience 419 

31 Resisting escalation: The image of Villa Amalias 429 

32 Strategic intervention and the digital capacity to resist 441 

33 XR: Thinking resistance at the end of the world 451 

Afterword 461 

References 472 

Index 487 




