
PLATO'S REPUBLIC 

A Dialogue in Sixteen Chapters~ with a 
Prologue and an Epilogue 

ALAIN BAD IOU 

Translated by Susan Spitzer 

polity 



CONTENTS 

The numbers and letters in parentheses after each chapter title (e.g. 
327a) refer to a division of the text into sections, each usually about 
ten lines long. Although this division owes its existence solely to 
ancient methods of editing and paginating manuscripts, it has become 
the traditional one, enabling readers to find their place not only in the 
Greek text but also in the available translations, which include such 
indications in the text - something I have not done. 

Introduction by Kenneth Reinhard Vll 

Translator's Preface XXIV 

Author's Preface to the English Edition XXIX 

Preface XXXI 

Characters XXXVI 

Prologue: The Conversation in the Villa on the Harbor 
(327a-336b) 1 

1 Reducing the Sophist to Silence (336b-357a) 14 
2 The Young People's Pressing Questions (357a-368d) 45 
3 The Origins of Society and the State (368d-376c) 63 
4 The Disciplines of the Mind: Literature and Music 

(376c-403c) 76 
5 The Disciplines of the Body: Nutrition, Medicine, and 

Physical Education (403c-412c) 93 
6 Objective Justice (412c-434d) 106 
7 Subjective Justice (434d-449a) 131 
8 Women and Families (449a-471c) 148 
9 What Is a Philosopher? (471c-484b) 162 

10 Philosophy and Politics (484b-502c) 183 

v 



CONTENTS 

11 What Is an Idea? (502c-521c) 197 
12 From Mathematics to the Dialectic (521c-541b) 224 
13 Critique of the Four Pre-Communist Systems of 

Government. I: Timocracy and Oligarchy (541b-555b) 245 
14 Critique of the Four Pre-Communist Systems of 

Government. II: Democracy and Tyranny (555b-573b) 263 
15 Justice and Happiness (573b-592b) 291 
16 Poetry and Thought (592b-608b) 316 

Epilogue: The Mobile Eternity of Subjects (608b-621d) 337 

Notes 355 
Bibliography 368 
Index 371 

VI 




