
Rethinking Obligation 

A FEMINIST METHOD 

FOR POLITICAL THEORY 

Nancy J. Hirschmann 

Cornell University Press 

Ithaca and London 



Contents 

Preface ix 

Introduction 1 

1 The Problem of Women in Political Obligation 35 

2 Contemporary Obligation Theory: Renewed or Recycled? 77 

3 The Argument from Psychology 126 

4 Implications for a Feminist Epistemology 163 

5 Feminist Epistemology and Political Obligation 217 

6 Feminist Obligation and Feminist Theory: A Method for 247 
Political Theory 

Afterword: Democracy, Difference, and Deconstruction 296 

Bibliography 343 

Index 361 

vii 




