
CONTENTS 

Preface 1X 

1 Systematic Theology and Postmodernism 1 
The postmodern shift 1 
Can theology still make universal claims? 4 
What it means to take science seriously 5 
God active in the world 9 

PART I: THE GOD WHO ACTS: TOWARDS A BIBLICAL 
THEOLOGY OF GOD AND THE WORLD 

2 What Is This World Which Thou Hast Made? 
God's Relation to the World in the Hebrew Bible 15 
The doctrine of creation in the Hebrew Bible 17 
The world's relation to God 27 
Humanity and the image of God 30 
The fall 39 
First implications for a theology of nature 45 
Conclusion 48 

3 Christology and Creation: Struggling with the 
Particularity of the Christian Story 55 
Indispensability of the kerygma 57 
Implications of the Christ event 59 
The Trinity 62 
Theology, philosophy and history 65 

v 



CONTENTS 

Embracing one particular among others 69 
Who bears the burden of proof? 70 

4 Rethinking the Relation of God and the World: 
Panentheism and the Contribution of Philosophy 82 
Moving from the texts to the doctrine of God 83 
From classical theism to panentheism 88 
Arguments for and implications of panentheism 96 
Rethinking the so-called theistic arguments 106 
The God of infinite perfection and the God of Jesus Christ 114 

PART II: THE NEW SCIENTIFIC CONTEXT 

5 Creation and Cosmology: What Theologians Can and 
Cannot Learn from Scientific Cosmology 127 
Non-theistic non-materialism 128 
Using science to convey insights about the spiritual 

nature of the cosmos 130 
Science usurps the role of theology 132 
Science itself challenges reductionism and supports 

theistic design 136 
Theology has the interpretive authority over science 142 
Faith 'discovers' belief in the Creator as the best answer 143 
Holism without transcendence 145 
The desirability of maintaining a mystical (pantheistic) 

response to the world 147 
Sophisticated (religiously tinged) naturalism 150 
Implications of the discussion 155 
A theological response 156 
Conclusion 160 

PART III: TOWARDS A THEOLOGY OF DIVINE ACTION 

6 The Presumption of Naturalism 169 
The presumption of naturalism 171 
Historical changes in the presumption 172 
The parity between perceptual and religious experience 174 
Where religious causal accounts stand on equal footing 175 
Improbable but not impossible 177 
Psychological miracles 181 
Conclusion 183 
Theological implications 185 

VI 



CONTENTS 

7 Scientific Causality, Divine Causality 
Divine action in an age of science 
Finding genuine openness in the physical world 

188 
188 
193 

Possible interventions and actual interventions 197 
The contemporary debate about divine causality in science 200 

8 Understanding Human and Divine Agency 
Parameters for a theology of God and world: the 

panentheistic analogy 
Theories of personhood and theological preferences 
In defence of emergentist supervenience 
The divine subject: theology's unique contribution 

Index 

Vll 

232 

235 
241 
247 
257 

270 




