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Introduction 

The Treasure of the City of Ladies. 

Prologue 

PART ONE 

I. This is the beginning of the book that Dame 
Christine de Pisan made for all great queens. ladies 
and princesses. And first. how they ought to love 

13 

IS 

31 

and fear God. 35 

2. How temptations can come to a high-born 
princess. 

3. How the good princess who loves and fears Our 
Lord can resist ~mptations by means of divine 
inspiration. 

4. The good and holy reason and knowledge that 
comes to the good princess through the love and fear 
ofOurLord. 

5. Of the two holy lives. namely the active life and 
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the contemplative life. 43 

6. The life that the good princess decides to lead. 45 

7. How the good princess will wish to cultivate all 
virtues. 

8. How the good and wise princess will make every 
effort to restore peace between the prince and the . 
barons if there is any discord. 
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9. Of the habits of pioQS charity that the good 
princess will cultivate. 52 

10. Of the moral doctrine that Worldly Prudence 
will teach the wise princess. 55 

II. The way of life of the wise. princess. shown 
by the admonition of Prudence. 59 

12. Of the seven principal teachings of Prudence 
that any princess who loves honour must 
remember. The first is how to conduct herself 
towards her husband. in general and in 
particular. 62 

13. The second teaching of Prudence. which is 
how the wise princess conducts herself towards 
the relatives and friends of her husband. 65 

14· The third teaching of Prudence. which is how 
the wise princess will carefully watch over the 
welfare and upbringing of her children. 66 

15. The fourth teaching of Prudence. which is 
how the princess will maintain a disCreet manner 
towards those who do not like her and are envious 
of her. 68 

16. The fifth teaching of Prudence •. which is ,how 
the wise princess will try her best to be in favour 
with. and have the good wishes of. all classes of her 
subjects. 71 

' .. 7· The sixth teaching: how the wise princess will 
. keep the women of her court in good order. 74 

18. The seventh teaching describes how the wise 
pripcess will keep .a careful eye on her revenues 
and finances and on the state of her court. 7~ 

19· How the wise princess ought to extend 
largesse and liberality. '/7 

20. How;good princesses who for some reason 
cannot put the foregoing advice intoefIect may be 
~cused. 79 
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6. The fourth point which is the second oCthe 
'tWo that are to be avoided. How women of the court 
ought to be careful to avoid committing slander. 
What gives rise to slander, its causes and occasions. 

7.. Of the same: how women of the court ought to 
be very careful not to speak evil of their mistress. 

8. How it is unbecoming for women to defame 
each other or speak evil. 

9· Ofbaronesses and how to know what is seemly 
and appropriate for them. 

10. How ladies and young women who live on 
their manors ought to manage their households and 
estates. 

II. This describes those who are extravagant in 
their gowns. head-dresses and clothing. 

12. Here Ghristine speaks against the pride of some 
women. 

13· The proper behaviour for ladies in religious 
orders. 

PART THRBB 

I. How everything that has been said before 
can apply to one woman as much as to another. 
Of the system and control that a woman of rank 
ought to maintain in her household. 

2. This describes how women of rank ought to be 
conservative in their clothing, and how they can 
protect themselves against those who try to deceive 
them. 

3· Of the wives of merchants. 

4· Of young and elderly widows. 

5· Of the instruction for both girls and older 
women in the state of virginity. 

6. How elderly ladies ought to conduct themselves 
towards young ones, and the qualities that they 
ought to have. 
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7· How young women ought to conduct them-
selves towards their elders. 164 

8. Of the wives of artisans and how they ought to 
conduct themselves. 167 

9· Of servant-women and chambennaids. 168 

10. Of the instruction for prostitutes. 171 

. II. In praise of respectable and chaste women . 174 

12. Of the wives of labourers. 176 ,. 
13· Of the condition of poor people. 177 
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