
Introduction 
to 

Marx and Engels 
A Critical 
Reconstruction 

Richard Schmitt 

Westview Press • Boulder and London 



Contents 

Preface 
Abbreviated References 

Introduction 

Notes, 4 

PART ONE 

THE CONCEPTION OF HUMAN NATURE 

1 Human Nature 

Notes, 13 
For Further Reading, 13 

2 Against Individualism 

Individualism Is Incomplete, 17 
Individualism Is Misleading, 19 
Notes, 20 
For Further Reading, 21 

3 History 

History as the Transformation of Human Nature, 22 
The Uses of the Study of History, 26 
Some Alternative Interpretations, 27 
Notes, 29 
For Further Reading, 29 

vii 

xiii 
xviii 

1 

7 

14 

22 



viii Contents 

4 Historical Materialism 30 

Economic Determinism, 32 
Base as Limit and as "Ultimately Determining 

Factor," 34 
Base and Superstructure, 36 
Forces and Relations of Production, 38 
Materialism and Science, 40 
Notes, 42 
For Further Reading, 42 

5 The Dialectic 43 

Hegel's Dialectic, 43 
Dialectic and Formal Logic, 46 
The Materialist Dialectic, 47 
The Dialectic in Marx and Engels, 50 
Notes, 51 
For Further Reading, 51 

6 Ideology 52 

Notes, 59 
For Further Reading, 60 

PART Two 
ECONOMICS 

7 Capitalism 63 

The Historical Development of Capitalism, 64 
What Is Modern Capitalism? 66 
Notes, 72 
For Further Reading, 72 

8 Capitalism and Exploitation 73 

The Concept of Exploitation, 74 
Capitalism and Profits, 76 
Exploitation and Coercion, 78 
What Is Wrong with Exploitation? 82 
Notes, 84 
For Further Reading, 85 



Contents ix 

9 The Fetishism of Commodities 86 

Fetishism and Commodities, 87 
Fetishism and Human Nature, 92 
Fetishism and Economics, 95 
Notes, 97 
For Further Reading, 97 

10 The Labor Theory of Value 98 

Terminology, 98 
What Determines Value? 99 
What Determines Wages? 101 
How Is Exploitation Possible? 103 
Problems with the Labor Theory of Value, 105 
Notes, 109 
For Further Reading, 110 

11 The Predictions 111 

How Reliable Are the Predictions? 114 
Political Implications, 120 
Notes, 122 
For Further Reading, 123 

PART THREE 
THE THEORY OF SOCIETY 

12 What Are Classes? 127 

Notes, 132 
For Further Reading, 132 

13 Class Struggles 133 

What Is Class Struggle? 133 
The Primacy of Class Struggle, 136 
Notes, 140 
For Further Reading, 141 

14 Class Consciousness 142 

What Is Class Consciousness? 142 
The Origins of Working-Class Consciousness, 146 
Political Implications, 148 
Notes, 150 
For Further Reading, 150 



x 

15 Alienation 

Alienation in Marx's Early and Mature Works, 151 
The Early Concept of Alienation, 153 
The Later Concept of Alienation, 154 
Notes, 159 
For Further Reading, 159 

PART FOUR 

THE POLITICS 

16 Utopian and Scientific Socialism 

Utopian Socialism, 163 
Scientific Socialism, 166 

17 The State 

The Independent State, 171 
The State as Manager of the Affairs of the 

Bourgeoisie, 174 
The State as Framework of Exploitation, 175 
Class Struggle in the Democratic State, 179 
Notes, 180 
For Further Reading, 181 

18 The Transition to Socialism 

The Concept of Revolution, 182 
A Theory of Revolution? 185 
The Dictatorship of the Proletariat, 189 
The Inevitability of Revolution, 192 
Notes, 193 
For Further Reading, 194 

19 Communism 

Communist Society, 196 
Communism, Community, and Freedom, 200 
The Inevitability of Communism, 203 
Notes, 204 
For Further Reading, 205 

Contents 

151 

163 

171 

182 

195 



Contents 

Afterword 

For Further Reading, 209 

Bibliography 
Index 

xi 

207 

211 
215 




