CONTENTS

1) INTRODUCTION
1
Setting the Stage
1
Defining Equality
3

2) COMPETING PRINCIPLES
15
Justifiable Inequalities
15
The Question of Merit
31

%) EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
41
What is “Equal Opportunity™?
41
Equal Opportunity and Democracy
52

4.) ACHIEVING EQUALITY
63
Surplus Inequality
63
Surplus Inequality and Redistribution
70
Work
76



5) THE COSTS OF EQUALITY
89
The Big Trade-off?
89
The Question of Incentives
104,

“Some mute inglorious Milton may here rest . .

112

6) THE PROBLEMS OF COMPENSATION
ny
The Paradox
17
Neutral Justice and Equal Opportunity
134
Affirmative Action and Higher Education
142

7) WHY NOT EQUALITY?

159
The Retreat from Equality

159
Competing Solidarities

171

8) CONCLUSION: EGALITARIAN SOLIDARITY
185

NOTES
207

INDEX
231

»

1





