
CONTENTS 

Acknowledgements ix 

1 HUMAN WELL-BEING AND THE 
NATURAL WORLD 1 

2 NATURE, INTRINSIC VALUE AND 
HUMAN WELL-BEING 8 
2.1 The varieties of intrinsic value 8 
2.2 Sources and objects of value 10 
2.3 Values and non-relational properties 13 
2.4 Objective value and the natural world 15 
2.5 Intrinsic value and human well-being 22 

3 FUTURE GENERATIONS AND THE HARMS 
WE DO OURSELVES 26 
3.1 Future generations, present harms 28 
3.2 Hedonism and the temporally local perspective 36 
3.3 The market and the temporally local perspective 38 

4 THE CONSTITUENCY OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY 44 
4.1 Cost-benefit analysis: an outline 44 
4.2 The constituency of policy 46 
4.3 Discounting the future 49 
4.4 Cost-benefit analysis and the inarticulate 59 

5 JUSTIFYING COST-BENEFIT ANALYSIS: 
ARGUMENTS FROM WELFARE 62 
5.1 Justifying cost-benefit analysis 62 
5.2 Welfare justifications 65 
5.3 Cost-benefit analysis, science and argument 68 
5.4 Reason, preference and environmental goods 76 
5.5 Ideals, preferences and elitism 81 

vii 



CONTENTS 

6 PLURALISM, LIBERALISM AND 
THE GOOD LIFE 83 
6.1 Liberalism and the good life 83 
6.2 Aristotle, the good life and self-sufficiency 85 
6.3 Pluralism: goods and beliefs 90 
6.4 Rational argument, pluralism and convergence 92 
6.5 Mill and the classical conception of politics 95 
6.6 Some qualifications: ecology, aesthetics and diversity 98 

7 PLURALISM, INCOMMENSURABILITY, 
JUDGEMENT 102 
7.1 Values: incommensurability, incomparability, 

indeterminacy 102 
7.2 Environmental values: description, appraisal 

and pluralism 107 
7.3 Cost-benefit analysis and incommensurability 110 
7.4 Incommensurability, transitivity and judgement 111 
7.5 Two accounts of practical reason 115 
7.6 Willingness to pay: commodities and commensurability 118 

8 AUTHORITY, DEMOCRACY AND 
THE ENVIRONMENT 123 
8.1 Authority: between 'rationalism' and irrationality 124 
8.2 Two forms of authority 126 
8.3 Two problems of authority 131 
8.4 The limits of authority and the tools of scepticism 135 

9 SCIENCE, POLICY AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL VALUE 145 
9.1 Science: necessary, reliable, but insufficient 145 
9.2 Against greens against science 148 
9.3 Autonomy, value and science 155 
9.4 Science, wonder and the lust of the eyes 159 

10 MARKET, HOUSEHOLD AND POLITICS 168 
10.1 Household and market 168 
10.2 Household, politics and non-market associations 171 
10.3 The market in its place? 174 
10.4 The market, civil society and totalitarianism 177 
10.5 Non-market associations and environmental goods 179 

Notes 182 
Bibliography 209 
Index 220 

viii 




