
contents 

Preface ix 

On the Problem of Economic Justice 1 

Part I The Major Approaches 13 

The Social Contract 15 
John Rawls, A Theory of Justice and "The Basic Structure 

as Subject" 18 

Libertarianism 53 
Robert Nozick, "Distributive Justice" from Anarchy, State, 

and Utopia 57 

Utilitarianism 100 
J. J. c. Smart, "Distributive Justice and Utilitarianism" 103 
R. M. Hare, "Justice and Equality" 116 

vii 



viii Contents 

Part II Criticisms and Alternatives 133 

Merit and Contribution 135 
M. H. Lessnoff, "Capitalism, Socialism and Justice" 139 
James Rachels, "What People Deserve" 150 
Norman Daniels, "Meritocracy" 164 

Liberty and the Market 179 
Eric Mack, "Liberty and Justice" 183 
Hugh LaFollette, "Why Libertarianism Is Mistaken" 194 
Peter Singer, "Rights and the Market" 207 

The Socialist Perspective 222 
Kai Nielsen, "Class and Justice" 225 
G. A. Cohen, "Robert Nozick and Wilt Chamberlain: 

How Patterns Preserve Liberty" 246 




