
CONTENTS 

Acknowledgments 

PART ONE: TIlE BACKGROUND 

1 Women in History 

2 Women in the Early Middle Ages 

3 Women and Feudalism 

4 Eve and Mary . 

PART TWO: TIlE WOMEN 

viii 

3 
13 

27 

37 

·5 An Abbess: Hildegarde of Bingen 63 

6 A Reigning Queen: Blanche of Castile 97 

7 A Great Lady: Eleanor de Montfort 120 

8 Piers Plowman's Wife 143 

9 A City Working Woman: Agnes Ii Patiniere of Douai; 
Women and the Guilds 165 

10 Margherita Datini: An Italian Merchant's Wife 184 

11 Margaret Paston: A Fifteenth-Century Gentlewoman 210 

12 The Middle Ages and After 229 

Notes 233 

Bibliography 246 

Index 261 




