
Contents 

Introduction IX 

CHAPTER ONE: ISLAM AS NEWS 2 

I. Islam and the West 3 

II. Communities of Interpretation 33 

III. The Princess Episode in Context 65 

CHAPTER TWO: THE IRAN STORY 74 

I. Holy War 75 

II. The Loss of Iran 89 

III. Unexamined and Hidden Assumptions 104 

IV. Another Country 116 

CHAPTER THREE: KNOWLEDGE AND POWER 126 

I. The Politics of Interpreting Islam: Orthodox 

and Antithetical Knowledge 127 

II. Knowledge and Interpretation 154 

Notes 165 

Index 177 




