
Contents 

Preface by Jacques Lacan 
Foreword by Antoine Vergote 
Acknowledgments 
Introduction 
Synthesis of Lacanian thought 

Part One 
Some elements and some problems of general linguistics 

2 

Debates as to the nature of the linguistic sign and 
their methodological consequences 
The two great axes of language 

Part Two 
Lacan's use of the general data of linguistics 

3 
4 

The Lacanian perspective in linguistics 
Philosophy of language in Jacques Lacan 

Part Three 

Vll 

XVi 

xxiv 
1 
6 

12 
30 

38 
51 

The constitution of the subject by accession to the symbolic -
the Spaltung - the role of the Oedipus in this transition 

5 
6 

7 

The Spaltung 
'Splitting', otherwise known as 'Separation' (Intro
duction to the alienating identifications, the imaginary 
and the neuroses) 
The role of the Oedipus in accession to the symbolic 

Part Four 
The engendering of the unconscious by primal repression 
(or accession to language) in accordance with the process 
of metaphor 

8 
9 

67 

72 
78 

96 The constituting metaphor of the unconscious 
Critical study of the article, 'The unconscious: a 
psychoanalytic study' by J. Laplanche and S. Leclaire. 
Clarifications as to Lacan's thought 113 

v 



Contents 

Part Five 
The elementary signifiers constituting the unconscious 

10 The unconscious as second structure 
11 The elementary signifiers of the unconscious 
12 Structure, organization and functioning of the 

unconscious order in Freud 

Part Six 
The transition from lack to desire and to demand 

13 From need (or lived lack) to the instinct and desire: 

135 
139 

153 

accession to language 161 
14 From desire to demand 169 
15 The dialectic of identifications 176 

Part Seven 
The mechanisms of the formations of the un.conscious: 
structure and organization of the unconscious signifying 
network 

16 The revelatory formations of the unconscious 187 
17 The mechanisms of the formations of the unconscious. 

Displacement and condensation or metonymy and 
metaphor 191 

18 Analysis of unconscious formations following meta-
phoric and metonymic processes 206 

Part Eight 
The general conception of the cure in Lacan 

19 Language: the primordial indicator of truth in the 
analytic cure 215 

20 The role of the analyst 217 
21 Transference 220 
22 Interpretation 223 

Part Nine 
The Lacanian conception of neurosis and psychosis 

23 Neurosis 
24 Psychosis 

227 
230 

Conclusion 247 
Appendix: general purport of a conversation with Lacan in 

December 1969 249 
Bibliography 254 
Index 261 

VI 




