Contents

Acknowledgements page xi
Introduction I
Propositional attitudes in the theory of mind 6
1.1 The belief—desire theory 6
1.2 Interpretations of the belief—desire theory 9
1.3 Psychophysical correlations and reduction IS
1.4 Psychophysical laws and psychophysical reduction 20
Explicating attitude-ascriptions 26
2.1 Beliefs as relations 26
2.2 The propositional theory 29
2.3 Semantic relation theories 31
2.4 Beliefs and desires without that-clauses 38
2.5 Philosophical explication 41
Functional theories 44
3.1 Functional theories: a general characterization 44
3.2 David Lewis’s theory of theory interpretation 46
3.3 The logical form of functional theories: a first

approximation 48
3.4 The multiple realization of functional theories 50
How to interpret ascriptions of beliefs and desires 57
4.1 Interpreting belief-ascriptions: preliminaries 57
4.2 Interpreting belief-sentences: the formal treatment 59
4.3 Interpreting belief-ascriptions: propositions as indices

of systematic roles 63
4.4 Input conditions and observational beliefs 65
4.5 Unique systematic roles for non-observational beliefs 71
4.6 Unique functional roles for beliefs 74
4.7 Systematic roles for B-type beliefs 81
4.8 Truth conditions and the definition of ‘believes’ 85

vii



10

4.9 Wanting, willing and acting
4.10 The class of belief—desire theories

Beliefs about particulars

5.1 Beliefs about perceived particulars
5.2 The tenses of beliefs

5.3 Beliefs about oneself

Objectively determinate beliefs and our knowledge of
them

6.1 Functional role and the determinacy of content

6.2 Are indices eliminable?

6.3 The epistemology of belief—desire ascription

6.4 Linguistic evidence and fine-grained beliefs

Intentionality without intensions

7.1 Attitudes and propositions

7.2 Propositions eliminated from the functional theory
7.3 Defining ‘true’

7.4 Truth conditions on Twin Earth

7.5 The meaning of that-clauses

7.6 Possible-world truth conditions

7.7 Redundancy and correspondence

Why truth?

8.1 Two unhelpful answers

8.2 The salience of T

8.3 Reliability and the determinacy of truth conditions
8.4 Truth and the application of the functional theory

Language and meaning

9.1 The language of thought

9.2 Natural language meaning

9.3 Propositional attitudes as the basis of meaning
9.4 Communication theories of semantic properties
9.5 Non-cognitive models of language learning
9.6 A simple cognitive model of language learning
9.7 Languages and truth theories

9.8 What is a theory of meaning?

9.9 The determinacy of reference

Public language semantics
10.1 Meaning and communication intentions

viii

86
93

97
98
107
113

118
118
122
127
139

142
142
144
153
159
164
164
166

171
171
174
175
194

203
205
208
210
212
213
217
219
222
225

238
238



10.2 Uncovering the structure of communication
intentions

10.3 The reality and relevance of the alleged intentions

10.4 Literal meaning: semantics for a public language

References

Index

242
247
253

261

265



