CONTENTS

Preface xi
A Word to the Student: Why Study Moral Philosophy? xv

Chapter1 Introduction: What Is Ethics? 1

Morality As Compared with Other Normative Subjects 3
Characteristics of Moral Principles 7

Domains of Ethical Assessment 9

Why Do We Need Morality? A Reflection on Lord of the Flies 13
The Purposes of Morality 15

For Further Reflection 19

For Further Reading 22

Chapter 2 Ethical Relativism: Who's to Judge
What's Right and Wrong? 24

An Analysis of Relativism 26

Subjective Ethical Relativism (Subjectivism) 29
Conventional Ethical Relativism (Conventionalism) 31
For Further Reflection 38

For Further Reading 39

Chapter3 The Case for Moral Objectivism 40

Natural Law 42

Moderate Objectivism 47

An Explanation of the Attraction of Ethical Relativism 52
For Further Reflection 57

For Further Reading 57

vii



viii H CONTENTS

Chapter 4 Egoism, Self-Interest, and Altruism 59

An Overview of the Problem 59
Psychological Egoism 63

Ethical Egoism 69

A Critique of Ethical Egoism 72
Attempted Refutations of Egoism 73
Evolution and Altruism 76

For Further Reflection 79

For Further Reading 81

Chapter 5 Value: The Quest for the Good 82

What Types of Value Are There? 84

What Things Are Good? 87

Are Values Objective or Subjective? 91

What Is the Relation of Value to Morality? 92
What Is the Good Life? 96

For Further Reflection 102

For Further Reading 103

Chapter 6 Utilitarianism 105

What Is Utilitarianism? 109

Two Types of Utilitarianism 113

The Strengths and Weaknesses of Utilitarianism 116
External Criticisms of Utilitarianism 119

Utilitarian Responses to Standard Objections 123
For Further Reflection 129

For Further Reading 130

Chapter 7 Kantian and Deontological Systems 133

Two Types of Deontological Systems 133
Kant’s Rule-Deontological System: The Categorical Imperative 137
Kant’s Other Formulations of the Categorical Imperative 147



CONTENTS H 1x

Kant’s Ethics and Religion 152
A Reconciliation Project 153
For Further Reflection 157

For Further Reading 158

Chapter 8 Virtue-Based Ethical Systems 160

The Aretaic Critique of Action-Based (Deonitic) Ethical Systems 162
The Nature of Virtue Ethics 166

Types of Relationships Between Virtue Ethics and Action Ethics 170
For Further Reflection 183

For Further Reading 184

Chapter 9 The Fact-Value Problem:
Metaethics in the 20th Century* 186

Nonnaturalism 188

Emotivism 194

Prescriptivism 199

The Renaissance of Naturalism 211
For Further Reflection 217

For Further Reading 218

Chapter 10 Why Should I Be Moral? 220

The Paradox of Morality and Self-Interest 224
For Further Reflection 232
For Further Reading 233

Chapter 11 Religion and Ethics 234

Does Morality Depend on Religion? 235

Is Religious Ethics Essentially Different from Secular Ethics? 239
Is Religion Irrelevant or Even Inimical to Morality? 240

Does Religion Enhance the Moral Life? 244

For Further Reflection 248

For Further Reading 249



X H CONTENTS

A Concluding Reflection: Minimal Morality, Virtue Etkics,
and the Development of Character 257

Appendix1 An Analysis of the Modified
Divine Command Theory* 256

Appendix2 How to Read and Write a Philosophy Paper 263
Glossary 268

Index 275

*For advanced students





