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INTR.ODUcnON: THE 'INDESTRUCl1BLE 
QUESTIONS . 1 

The miun branches of philosophy and the questions they' raiie 
and try to solve. Why study philosophy? The attacks upon 
ohilosophy. Try to imagine a world without philosophy. In this 
Look the works of six philosophers and their views of man, God, 
nature, history, truth, ethics, and politics will1>e explored; and 
the philosophic viewpoints dominating the contemporary scene 
in philosophy will be examined.-

PART ONE: PLATO 

1 VIIlnJE IS KNOWLEDGE 

• 

, 
'Ibe historical situation: from the GoI<J,ep..Age of Athens und~ 
Pericles to the defeat of democratic Athens by authorUarian 

. SpSrta in the Pe~ War. The Rule of the Thirty; 
Charmides and Critias. The Socratic phiIoIophy~ 'Ibe trial and 
death of Socrates (399 B.C.). Plato's life. Plato and counterrevolu
tionary politics in ~thens. The concept of the philosopb~-king. 

2 SHADOW AND SUBSTANCE 20 
Plato as synthesizer of the oontlictingphilosophles of the Greek 
world. The aJalogue furm. Plato's souroe.: Socratic met:hod;- Scx;ratic 
de8nitfon; the pre-Socratic pbilosopbers: Heraclitus and Par
menides; the Sophists. Plato's metaptaysical synthesis and its 
expntSSion in the ~ of'the Cave. Contemporary ~Ievance 
of the allegory. 
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-CON'TEN'FS,. 

.31 
Of knOWledge. What is true knowledge and how 

. he divided 1ine: diagram of fOur levels of knowledge, 
each level with its own objects and its own method for knowing 
them. opinion versus knowledge. Plato's theory of forms (ideas, 
~nces). The Idea of the Good.· The meaning of "dialectic" 
for Plato. The ascent out of the cave to the Idea of the Good 
as Christian symbolism. 

4 1'HE TRIPARTITE SOUL 43 
Plawversus the Sophists; the immutable truth of Plato's fonns.: 
versus contemporary cultural and ethical. relativism. Analysis of 
the idea of justice, Book I of the Republic. The form or idea of 
man. Theory of the tripartite soul. Relation· to contemporary 
psyctwlogy, especially to Freud. The charioteer and the two 
horses. The man, the lion, and the dragon. Plato's ethics: "Justice" 
in the soul. The. highest good is the life of reason. Virtue· is 
knowledge. 

5 THE IDEAL STATE 54 . , . 
Plato's political philosophy: Justice in the ideal government is 
~ed upon the tripartite nature of the human soul and its 
justice, ·the proper harmony of the parts. The three classes of 
society and their education for their tasks: . the producers; the 
-administrators and warriors; the philosopher·kin~. 11te Noble 
1:.ie. The status of women. "Getting and spending," the life of the 
producers. The ascetic, disciplined life or the guardian cL!ss . 

... Political absolutism. Criticism of justitlcation by absolute truth. 
Wlw guards the guardians? The charge of totalitarianism against 
the Republic. 

P-ART TWO: DESCARTES 

6 HISTORICAL TRANSmON TO THE MODERN·· 
·-WORLD 68 

-The "terror of history" seen in the loss of the Athenian ctvdization, 
the"-decIipe and fall" of the Roman Empire. The classkal world 
view of Plato and Aristotle Was of a natural cosmos.: rational. 
ordered. moral, and purposeful which is known solely hy human 
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reason. This was replaced by the supemati.lialisti<: world ~~:.,;,;, 
the Church, whose source is divine revelation and whose :'·0 
fundamental beliefs must be accepted by faith, and are beyQnd 
the power of human reason to explain or to prove. Platonists 
versus Aristotelians. From the f9urth to the fifteenth ce~tury the 
domination by Christianity of the entire social and culfural world 
of Europe. The survival of Plato and Aristotle in Christian 
philosophy; the recovery of Aristotle in the twelfth cen~ry. The 
emergence of the Renaissance, the regaining of classicalleariiing 
and art. The Discoveries and the rise of technology. The shift to 
the view of truth as accessible to human reason. The rise of 
astronomy: the transition from Ptolemy to Copemicus"ICepler 
and Galileo; their challenge to existing beliefs. Galileo ,and the 
Inquisition. The growth of mathematics, physics, chemistry, 
physiology. The seventeenth century: The continued ,8dvance',cL 
scientific methods, technologies, and discoveries: the rise of philo-
sophic interest in the new scientific method. Descarte~' S histori~ 

/ cal situation. The life of Descartes: mathematieian, phySicist, 
'philosopher. '. 

1 DOUBTING TO BELIEVE 91 

Descartes's theory of knowledge, Rationalism versus empiricism.' 
Descartes's goal: to build a system of philosophy as certain and 
imperishable as geometry by using the methods of mathematics: 
self-evident truths and deduction. The flrst two MeditatiolU! the 
search fur a self-evident first principle as fuundation fur philosoPhY. 
Requirements this principle must meet. Skepticism as metb<!d, of 
disCovering this absolutely certain belief. Deceptiveness of senfe 
perception; possible deceptiveness of mathematies by GemQll. 
But l think. therefore I am (Cogito ergo sum): the one· belief 
self-eviden~y true. Meaning of thinking. Does the Cogito uieet 
the three requirements? Criticisms of Cogito proof. Influence ,of 
Cogito: Subjectivism. , 

8 GOD EXISTS 100 

From the proof of my existence to the proofs of the existence of 
God. How to prove that God exists and that He is not a dece'ver. 
Three kinds of ideas: innate; invented, and from external world. 
Cosmo~ proof of God' s e~ce. second proof: God exists 
as the OlIly~e cause of my existence as a thinking subs~. 
Third F. On~ proof of God's' existernxt. CriticlsIp: ,~'Thci 

, CarteslaR ciIde. 
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.... _CLOCIOft)IU(cUNIVERSI? '~'" 110 

·=::'nyt..tb~te:e~f ~sto~th:u~~!~ 
·4ttrilwtet 9f pbysicalsubstance. The piece of wax:extensioil' is 
iU ~ .clear ~d distinct attribute. Mechanism. The clockwork 
wtiverse. 

1&1JOl)Y AND SOUL .tp 
i~. • "".' ysical,Pwillsm. Two kinds of substances. : m, ind and '?o4Y; 

.. ~ and extend~. The physical world: bodies in mecbaDi
CaI'motion; determinism. Psychophysical dualism. Mind ex-

, cluded.&om natUre; free will Metaphysical dualiSm and its 
insuperable difficulties: How can mind and body interact? Fail
ure of the attempt to harmonize scientiflc mechanical universe 
with ~terealm for the Christian soul. Yet the mind·bQdy 
duaJ4m. the dualism between self and its objects. and subjectiv-

, ,ism remain influenti~ for every philosopher since. A philosophy 
• of _lute certainties for an age of con:t1icl: . 

. PART THREE:.HUME 

nROW OO'YOU KNOW? 1M 
~ situation: the Age of Enlightenment: &om the death of 
~s in 1650 to the death of Hume in 1176. high point of 
~}y and self-confidence in Eu,ropean philosophy.·'!be prestige 

' .. Q( NewtOnian science. baSing itself upon scientiflc e.xperlmeDt 
iatherthan reason; a groWing impatience \\lith rationalistic pbfJo. 
iopJnc sYstems. like Qescartes's; and the 'Conflicting interpreta..: 
lions of the new sciences by· empiricism and rationalism~ British 
empiricism: Bacon. Locke. Berkeley. Hume. . 

12 "A WELL-MEANIN' .CRI1TER" 141 
Life of Hume. Impact of these empiricist currents at. thQugbt 
upon Hume -at age eigJrteen. TretJtf8e of Htmtah .Notvrw begun. 
&nished after intense work and illness in eight years. 11te'llevel
"C" of the arguments ofempiricism to dev~ qondusions. . 

. umes drives home the empiricist claim that ~ is only 
by sensory experience. Impressions andidelia..-e the only ciOn

-tentS'of the mind. Compiexideas.Without ~1.·tJIere 
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can be no ideas. Use of the relation between, imtJreS~_>C""";'::.c; 
id~ to attack any "suspicious" philosophic term: subSbmce, self, ". 
God, causality ~ Cartesian terms). For none of these can sense 

. impreSsions be shown; therefore they have no nieaning. "Commit •. 
it then to the flames." Ideas fall into groups. AssoCiation Of ideas, 
by whiCh one idea leads to another: the three laws of resemb1ariCe, 
contiguity, cause and effect. . . 

13 'wnL TIlE SUN RISE TOMORROW? 159 
.Hume on causality. The -causal relation is the fuundatloDof 
'scientific knowledge. What impression is the source of the idea of 
causality? The idea of causality anses in the mind when these 
relations can be obserVed between cause A and etIect B: (1) 
contiguity; (2) priority in time; (3) constant conjunction.6ut none 
of these yields the idea of necessary connection: The i_of 
necessary connection has no source in sense impressioD, but only . 
in psychological expectation. Necessary connection ~not: be 
established fur any "causal law. " Unifurmity of nature is meaning
less. 'The sun will arise tomorrow" is not denied but the necessity 
of the eft'ect fOllowing the cause is denied. TWo kinds of statements: 
relations of ideas and matters of fact. The limits of knowledge. 

14 REASON: "SLA VE OF TIlE PASSIONS" 170 
Self, God, ethics. Denial of idea of continuous identical Self. Self:' 
only a ·"bundle or cOlledion of different perceptions." Reli&ion: 
attack upon rationalistic proofs of God; refutation of Deism and 
belief in miracles. Morality: Reason does not guide' action .. Bell
son is the slave of the passions. Good and ~, right and wrong, 
have no source in reason or sense impressiOn, but only in presum
ably universal sentiments of sympathy, fellow-feeling, and self
i~terest. Empiricism pushed to radical extreme. Hume's mitigated 
slc:epticism: instinctive animal faith. Criticisms' of nume. Influ
ence greatest upon contemporary British "analytic" philosophy. 
Refuting Hurne the task of all philosophers whofullowed him. 

PART FOUR: HEGEL 

, 15A REVOLVTIONIN nlOUGHT 186 
The.bistorU:al situation: the· Enlightenment in France. The 
~s. The troths of physical nature and human nature will 
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~(~<~-1&an free. The natural 'law or progress. The"Ftericb 
, ~: ,.paradoxes 'and revenm.The Enl~enmeBt in 

•. ' • ~.' Kant: his theory of knOwledge and his ~answer" to 
, • 'Hl,Ime.1be Kantiim turn in philosophy. . ' 

16 11fE REAL I~ THE RATIONAL 199 
The life of Hegel. Hegel's philosophic sources. Gennan ~ 
manticism; ~t; the, philosophy of science, natural rights, and 
progress of the philoso"hes. Hegel synthesizes these into a pOw
erfUl philosophy of conservatism, antiindividualisticnationalism; 
Organicism and historicism. Philosophy is an organic totality 
developing historically. This Is the model for Hegel's theory of 
reality, his metaphysics. Reality is the totality of truth, the .,;,' 
Absolute. Spirit or God. The AbSolute is .not separate from the 

-world but immanent In it. Hegel's absolute idealism. Dialectic: 
, _ The method by which reality can be grasped as rational. Hegel's 
:;;:" dialectic compared with Plato·s. ' 

l1MASTE1t AND SLAVE , 214 
, . 

'fht Phenomenology of Spirit a systematic survey of the human 
spirit as it develops attitudes, religions, world views, philosophies. 
Truth now to be seen not only as truth of substances, but truth of 
the subject as well. Self-consciousness and its relation to objects: 

;' ~ mastery, negation, cancellation, death. Self-consciousness in reJa.. 
, _ tioD,to physical pbjects; to organic objects; to human objects., The 
" 'Struggle unto' Death;' Master-Slave; Stoicism; Ske~m; the 

Unbappy Consciousness. "The truth which religion presents sym
, ,:bo1icallY now to be transcended by philosophy. The end of the 

~Master-Slave r~lation. ' , 

18 THE CUNNING OF REASON 226 
Hegel's Philosophy of History is his dialecticaI-method applied to 
the whole of human history. History as a slaughter bench. But 
Spirit, the Absolute, is embodied in human society. The Spirit of 
a People. AU history 'is th~ history of groups, nations. The dialec-

_ ,,' ti¢ of human history ~ the triadic movement in the development 
'of'~eConcept offretldom from the Oriental ~orIdto the Graeco
'Roman World to the Christian-Germanic -World. How is this 
~plishtid in tlteface of conflfctl~hUmandc$ires? 1'tit:vCun
'mng of Reason accounts lOr the stability 0( so&ties and for social 

'. :, 'Cbange~ -froblems with Hegel's philosopbyofhistory, raisecl also 
,. igainst, Marx. 
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.,,' nm OWL OF MINERVA . . -:.. •. :"'.' • .". ... 
!. Hegel's Ethics and Political Philosophy. Ethics 1:aD only besoclal 

ethics, the value system of the society. There' is no umv.ersal 
ethics or private ethics to which· an individual mi8ht ... ~ 
Internalization and alieDII:OOn. The fa~vil society; the state. 
The.State- and not the individual em . the Ahsolute.and"its. 
~~ reality, and morality .. Statisrn. The.re.~~ _~ ... ' . 

. states. not govet:ned by law. Within states lOrmal. fre~ .lII\lSt ..••. 
. be distinguished from substantial freedom. This is the ~ of 

Hegel's co'ftservatism. The status of dialectic; Influence:. prin- . 
H..ciple influence, on MarX and on' many othe,rtheorlstS (Freud, 
... Sartre); also On the social sciences. . . 

PART FIVE: MARX 

20 THE YOUNG HEGELIAN 261 
Marx's philosophy the official philosophy of perhaps one-half of 
the present world population. Uke Hegel, his philosophy was a 
response to the French Revolution and to the Industrial Revolution . 

. Marx's life. Trier. The Young Hegelians. Exile. Paris years. 1\ruIsels: 
LondOn. What is the power of Marxism? -

21 AUENATED MAN 2'14 
Problem of the two Marxisms. The Young Marxism of alUmation 
and humanistic fulfillment; the Mature Marxism ofscieDtl&e 
socialism. Analysis of the EcOnomic arid Philosophic-~; 
of "The Jewish Question." Economics as the key to H.I's 
philosophy. World revolution to overcome alienation. Relation to 
,Engels. The German Ideology and Marx's shift to the scientific 
scenario ... 
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} %iorHE-eQNfI,ICfOF€lASSE& ;., .•.. - .. : ..... 't 

...... Marx's·bistone.t matenaIism: ne explanafioB ohocialstnJdUre· • 
'" . "aDd Socialcflange; OrganiCism ~dbisforicism, Social ~ __ 

., the economic foundation of society. CoDditlons of'prodUction; 
rorces of production; mode (relations) or production. Division· of 
labor-} Class struggle. Social. existence determines.conscio-" 
~ rellmon between economic .substructure and·.~ <'. 
"·supersttuetll"bM_·s.~:af~_its .. UdJ-e_'_·.· .. 

iiltelJeetual culture •. Man'S·pbilosopltyr.ofJJi5terydt~ tulle. 
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2S '1'JfE 'WOIU:DTO COME 302 

'. .~. of CommulWt Alanife8to: History. of class struggles; the 
"~; the last eD$Javed class remaining to be freed. Achieve
. :iaents of the capitalist mode of production; but. capitalism is 

unable to control the IOroes it bas unleashed. The call to revolution. 
Wby 6gbt fOr an inevitable 'revolution? StatUs of the Alard/uto: 
objective truth or propaganda? Science or philosophy? Thue. Oft 
Feuerbach. Analysis of Capital. The "scientific" explanation of 
world history. The labor theory of value, surplus value, theory of 
exploitation, the polarization of classes. Capitalist competition, 
'-~n, crises, revolution. Marx's theory of the state; 

··At\eFtherevolution, the classless society, the communist world 
to cOme: ·First stage; the dictatorship of the proletariat. Second 
stage: the last state "withers away ... Fully developed commwUsm: 
ltberatien from the division of labor. Theory of species Man . 

. Marlt~sapocalypticism. Marx's predictions. Marx's contributions 
to the inteDectual culture have transformed it. 

PART SIX: SARTRE 

it MY EXISTENCE IS ABSURD 322 
Existentialism of the twentieth century the product of a line of 

,.-developntent of philosophy from Kierlcegaard and Nietzsche. ~ 
perception of the world in crisis: ·after WQrId War I, the weaken-

. ing of· external structures of authority; the retreat to the seJ£ 
Existentialism and nineteenth-century Romanticism.· Crisis.,(et:-. 
sus sodaI existentialism. The fundamental existentialist premise: 
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25 NAUSEA 33S 
. Sartre's life. Analysis of autobiography of childhood, The ~Orda. 

. ~. s philosophic-sources. ~ysis of philosQphic novel Nmuea. 
:;~ are divorced fr(,m their assigned essences: The world of 
._~ has no connection with the world of Words and reason. 

".: .' '~ .• ' rftuousness of tJt~. Absurdity: the. chestnut-tree vis. . ion. 
:". 4." in the face of the absurd. The loss of the Cartesian 'self 
"~ofCartesian physical substance. ' 
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Sartre's life: the war- years; Sartre and the French resistance 
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