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The main branches of philosophy and the questions they raise
and try to solve. Why study philosophy? The upen
flosophy. Try to imagine a world without ph:losophy In this
the works of six philosophers and their views of man, God,
nature, history, truth, ethics, and politics will be explored, and
the hllosophxc viewpoints dommatmg the contemporary scene
‘in phllosophy will be examined. ; )
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Pericles to the defeat of democratic Athens by. authoritarian-

in the Peloponnesian War. The Rule of the Thirty;
Cmudesananhas The Socratic philosophy. The trial and
death of Socrates (399 B.C.). Plato's life. Plato and counterrevolu-

tionary politics in Athens. The concept of the philosopher-king.
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Plato as synthesizer of the conflicting phdowphies of the Greek
world. The dialogue form. Plato’s souices: Socratic method; Socratic
definitian; the pre-Socratic philosophers: Heraclitus and Par-
menides; the Sophists. Plato’s metaphysical synthesis and its
expression in the Allegory of the Cave. Contemporary relevance
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them. Opinion versus knowledge. Plato’s theory of forms (ideas,

" _essences). The Idea of the Good. The meaning of “dialectic”
for Plato. The ascent out of the cave to the Idea of the Good

as Chnstlan symbolism.
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Plato versus the Sophists; the immutable truth of Plato’s forms:
versus contemporary cultural and ethical relativism. Analysis of
the idea of justice, Book I of the Republic. The form or idea of
‘man. Theory of the tripartite soul. Relation to contemporary

" . psychology, especially to Freud. The charioteer and the two

- horses. The man, the lion, and the dragon. Plato’s ethics: “Justice”

in the soul. The. hlghest good is. the life- of reason. Virtue is
knowledge
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Phtos political philosophy: Justice in the ideal govemment is
modeled upon the tripartite nature of the human seul and its

“justice, the proper harmony of the parts. The three classes of

society and their education for their tasks: the producers; the

“administrators and warriors; the philosopher-kings. The Noble

‘Lie. The status of women. “Getting and spending,” the life of the

. producers. The ascetic, disciplined life of the guardian class.
- Political absolutism. Criticism of justification by absolute truth.

‘Who guards the _guardmns'v’ The charge of totahtanamsm agamst

‘the Republic.
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6 msz'okicu TRANSITION TO THE MODERN

~WORLD 68
“The “terror of history” seenmthelossoftheAt’henMdvﬂimhon, :
the “declipe and fall” of the Roman Empire. The dlassical world
view of Plato and Aristotle was of a natural cosmios; rational,
ordered, moral, and purposeful which is known solely by human
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reason. This was replaced by the supernaturalistic world vieW't
the Church, - whose source is divine revelation and whose
fundamental beliefs must be accepted by faith, and are beyond
the power of human reason to explain or to prove. Platonists
versus Aristotelians. From the fourth to the fifteenth century the
domination by Christianity of the entire social and culfural world
of E . The survival of Plato and Aristotle in Christian
philosop! y, the recovery of Aristotle in the twelfth century. The
emergence of the Renaissance, the regaining of classical learning -~
and-art. The Discoveries and the rise of technology. The shift to -
the view of truth as accessible to human reason. The rise of
astronomy: the transition from Ptolemy to Copemicus,. Kepler

. and Galileo; their challenge to existing beliefs. Galileo and the
Inquisition. The growth of mathematics, physics, chemistry,
physiology. The seventeenth century: The continued advance of
scientific methods, technologies, and discoveries: the rise of philo- :
sophic interest in the new scientific method. Descartes’s histori- - -

“cal situation. The life of Descartes: mathematlcmn physmst,
phllosopher .
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Descartes’s theory of knowledge. Rationalism versus empiricism. ~ <

- Descartes’s goal: to build a system of philosophy as certain and .
imperishable as geometry by using the methods of mathematics:
self-evident truths and deduction. The first two Meditations: the
search for a self-evident first principle as foundation for philesophy.
Requirements this principle must meet. Skepticism as method. of
“discovering this absolutely certain belief. Deceptiveness of senfe
perception; possible deceptiveness of mathematics by demon.
‘But I think, . therefore I am (Cogito ergo sum): the one-belief

. self-evidently true. Meaning of thinking. Does the Cogito meet

~ the three requirements? Cntmsms of Cogito proof. Influence of
Cogito: Subjectivism. V-
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From the proof of my existence to the proofs of the existence of
God. How to prove that God exists and that He is not a decejver.
Three kinds of ideas: innate; invented, and from external world.
Cosmol proof of God's existence. Second proof: God exists

" as the wmble cause of my existence as a thinking substange.
Tlﬁrdpmafzontohgwnlproofafcods exlstenoe Cntiasm “The

- Cartesm cn’cle
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;Atmbuteg of physxml substance. The piece of wax: extension is
its eAIy clear and distinct attribute. Mechanism. The clockwork
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-..;Metaphysical Duahsm Two kinds of substances mind and body;
- thin and extended. The physical world: bodies in mechani-
cal motion; determinism. Psychophysical dualism. Mind ex-

. cluded from nature; free will. Met?hy‘siw]:lod dualism a;xd itls '
an y interact? Fail-

. insuperable difficulties: How can min
-ure of the attempt to harmonize scientific mechanical universe
- with separate realm for the Christian soul. Yet the mind-body
. dualism, the dualism between self and its objects, and subjectiv-
. ism remain influential for every philosopher since. A phllosophy
. of absolutc certainties for an age of conflict.
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' Historical situation: the Age of Enlightenment: ﬁ'om the death of

‘Descartes in 1650 to the death of Hume in 1776, high point of

vitality and self-confidence in European philosophy. The prestige
"of Newtonian science, basing itself upon scientific experiment

rather than reason; a growing impatience with rationalistic philo-

sophic systems like Descartes’s; and the ‘conflicting interpreta-

tions of the new scierices by empiricism and rationalism. British
‘ empinclsm an, Locke, Berkeley, Hume.
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Life of Hume. Impact of these empiricist currents of thought -

" upon Hume at age eighteen. Treatise of Human Nature begun,
finished after intense work and illness in eight years. The devel-

W of the arguments of empiricism to devastating
wmes

conclusions.
drives home the empiricist claim that knowledge is only

by sensory experience. Impressions and idess are the only oon-
~tents of the mind. Complex-idess. -Without impressions, -there
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-~ can be no ideas. Use of the relation between impressions and"
- . ideas to attack any “suspicious” philosophic term: s ce, self,
, ‘God, causality (all Cartesian terms). For none of these can sense .
_ impressions be shown; therefore they have no meaning. “Commit
- it then to the flames. ” Ideas fall into groups. Association of ideas,
by which one idea leads to another: the three laws of resemb‘lanee
- conhguxty cause and effect. :
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‘Hume on causality. The causal relation is the foundation .of
"seientific knowledge. What i impression is the source of the idea of
causality? The idea of causality arises in the mind when these
relations can be observed between cause A and effect B: (1) 1
contiguity; (2) priority in time; (3) constant conjunction. But none
of these yields the idea of necessary connection. The idea of

- necessary connection has no source in sense impression, but only
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éstablished for any “causal law.” Umfonmty of nature is meaning-
less. “The sun'will arise tomorrow” is not denied but the necessity
of the effect following the cause is denied. Two kinds of statements:
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“Self, God, ethics. Denial of idea of continuous identical Self. Self::
only a’ “bundle or collection of different perceptions.” Religion:
attack upon rationalistic proofs of God; refutation of Deism and
belief in miracles. Morality: Reason does not guide action. Rea-
son is the slave of the passions. Good and bad, right and wrong,
have no source in reason or sense impression, but only in presum-
ably universal sentiments of sympathy, fellow-feeling, and self-
interest. Empiricism pushed to radical extreme. Hume’s mitigated
s](eptxcxsm instinctive animal faith.” Criticisms of Hume. Influ-
ence greatest upon contemporary British “analytic” philosophy.
Refutmg Hume the task of all philosophers who followed hxm

PART FOUR- HEGEL

15 A REVOLUTION IN THOUGHT ‘ 186

- :The. :historical situation: the. Enhghtenment in France. The i
phélosopke Thetmthsofphyswalnaturemdhumannaturewxll
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dmledw compared with Plato’s.
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. The Phenomenology of Spirit a systematlc survey of the human :
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Hegel's Philosophy of History is his dialectical method applied to

.. the whole of human history. History as a slaughter bench. But §
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‘ ‘wjultheconceptofﬁeedomfmmtheOﬁenwWorldtotheCraew

World to the Christian-Germanic ‘World. How is this

" accomplished in the face of conflicting human desires? The Cun-

- ‘ning of Reason accounts for the stability of sotieties and for social :

‘change i’roblems with Hegel's phﬂosophy of hisﬁory raised also
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