I.1
1.2

CONTENTS

1
THE PROBLEM, page 1

How ought one to Approach the Problem?
The Traditional Method

page 3

5

PART I. THE TRADITIONAL APPROACHES

2.1
2.2
2.3
2.4
2.5
2.6

2.7
2.8

4.1
4.2
4.3
44

2
THE OBJECTIVE APPROACH, page 9

Three Types of Property

Simple Qualities

Complex Qualities

Is Goodness a Directly-Perceived Property?
The Scope of Ethical Disagreements

Is Goodness a ‘Non-natural” Property?
Goodness not a Directly-Perceived Property
The Sources of the Objective Doctrine

3
THE SUBJECTIVE APPROACH, page 29

Subjective Relations

Are Ethical Concepts Subjective Relations?

The Variations in Ethical Standards

The Theory of Attitudes

The Fatal Weakness of the Subjective Approach

The Deceptively Scientific Air of this Theory

The Common Source of the Objective and Subjective
Doctrines

The Deeper Sources of these Fallacies

4
THE IMPERATIVE APPROACH, page 46

The Rhetorical Force of Ethical Judgements

The Impossibility of Disputing about Exclamations
Are Ethical Sentences Ejaculations?

The Weaknesses of the Imperative Approach

10
13
16
18
19
21
23
25

30
32
33
35
37
39

41
43

46
50
5[
52



CONTENTS

4.5 The Sources of the Imperative Doctrine page 54
4.6 The Apparent Cynicism of the Imperative Doctrine 57
4.7 Conclusion 6o
5
INTERLUDE: A CHANGE oF METHOD, page 61
5.1 Vale... 61
5.2 ...et Salve ‘ 63

PART II. LOGIC AND LIFE

6
REAsONING AND 1Ts Usks, page 67
6.1 Widening the Problem: What is ‘Reasoning’? 67
6.2 ‘Gerundive’ Concepts 70
6.3 Philosophical Theories of Truth 72
6.4 The ‘Correspondence’ Theory of Truth 74
6.5 Correspondence and ‘ Description’ 77
6.6 Playing with Words 81
6.7 The Versatility of Reason 82 |
6.8 A New Approach to Our Problem 83
i
7 i
EXPERIENCE AND EXPLANATION, page 86
7.1 The Desire for an Explanation 86
7.2 Explanation and Expectation 87
7-3  The Scientific Limitations of Everyday Concepts 89
7.4 The Development of Scientific Theories and Con-
cepts. (I) 91
7.5 The Development of Scientific Theories and Con-
cepts. (II) 93
7.6 The Scope of Scientific Explanation 95
7.7 The ‘Justification’ of Science 98
8
REAsoNING AND REALITY, page 102
8.1 “Modes of Reasoning’ 102
8.2 The Concept of ‘Reality’ 104
8.3 ‘Reality’ and Explanation 105
8.4 The Limits of ‘Physical Reality’. (I) 107




8.6
8.7

8.8
8.9

PART III

INTRODUCTION: Is ETHICS A SCIENCE? page 121

9.1
9.2
9-3

Tue FuNcTioN AND DEVELOPMENT oF ETHICs, page

10.1
10.2
10.3
10.4

TrE Locic oF MorRAL REASONING, page 144

II.1
11.2

11.3
11.4
11.5
11.6

11.7
11.8

11.9

xi

CONTENTS
The Limits of ‘ Physical Reality’. (II) page 108
The Limits of ‘Physical Reality’. (III) 110
The Contrast between Scientific and Everyday
Judgements 112
The Independence of Different Modes of Reasoning 113
More Unnecessary Work for Philosophy 115

9

Physical and Moral ‘Reality’
‘ Disposition” and the Function of Ethics
Conclusion

10

The Question at Issue

The Notion of ‘Duty’

The Development of Ethics. (I)
The Development of Ethics. (II)

I1

Questions about the Rightness of Actions

Reasoning about the Rightness of Actions

Conflicts of Duties

Reasoning about the Justice of Social Practices

The Two Kinds of Moral Reasoning

The Limited Scope of Comparisons between Social
Practices

The Limits to the Analysis of Ethical Concepts

The Limits to Questions about the Rightness of
Actions

Is any ‘ Justification” of Ethics Needed?

11.10 Reason and Self-Love

I2.1
12.2

12
ETHics AND SOCIETY, page 166

Ethics and Language
Equity in Moral Reasoning

THE NATURE OF ETHICS

122

125
129

130
130
132
137
140

144
145
146
148
150

152
154

155
160

163

166
168



xil CONTENTS

12.3 Self~Command in Ethics page 169
12.4 [Ethics and Social Institutions 170
12.5 Ethics and Engineering 172
12.6 Ethics and Psychology 174
12.7 The Task of the Moralist 177

PART IV. THE BOUNDARIES OF REASON

13
PuiLosornicaL ETHics, page 185

13.1  Stocktaking 185
13.2 Return to Philosophical Ethics 187
13.3 The Compatibility of Opposed ‘ Ethical Theories’ 189
13.4 Ethical Theories as Disguised Comparisons 190
13.5 Theory and Description in Philosophical Ethics 193
13.6 Ethical Theories as Rhetoric 195
13.7 [Ethical Theories: Rhetoric and Reason 199
14
ReEAsoN aAND FaITH, page 202
14.1  The Finite Scope of Reasoning 202
14.2 ‘Limiting’ Questions 204
14.3 The Peculiarities of ‘Limiting Questions’ 205
14.4 The Importance of ‘Limiting Questions’ 209
14.5 Matters of Faith 212
14.6 Spiritual and Literal Interpretations 215
14.7 Faith and Reason in Ethics 217
14.8 The Independence of Ethics and Religion 219
15

SuMMARY AND EPILOGUE, page 222

INDEX, page 226






