
Contents 

Preface v 

Introduction xv 

1 God 1 

1. What Do We Mean by the Concept of God? 1 

The Concept of God ls Ambiguous 1 
The Concept of God ls Vague 2 
A Standard Conception of God 2 

2. Are There Good Reasons to Believe God Exists? 3 

Lack of Reason to Believe the Contrary 3 
Cosmological Arguments 4 
The First Cause Argument 4 
Objections to the First Cause Argument 5 
What ls the Cause of Goďs Existence? 6 
The Argument from Design 7 
Objections to the Argument from Design 7 

St. Anselm: The Ontological Argument 8 
Gaunilon's Reply: ln Behalf of the Fool 9 

Pascal's Wager 11 
Objections to Pascal's Wager 12 

3. Do Miracles or Mystical Experiences Prove God Exists? 12 

Reasons for Doubting Reports of Miracles 13 
St. Thomas Aquinas: The Five Ways 14 

4. Doesn't the Bible Prove God Exists? 16 

Taken Literally, the Bible Contains Contradictions 16 

William James: The Will to Believe 18 
Biblical Stories Reflect the Myths of Their Times 20 

5. Can We Prove God Does Not Exist? 21 

The Problem of Evil 22 
The Argument from Evil 22 

vii 



CONTENTS 

Ood Brings Oood Out of Evil 22 
Some Evil May Be Necessary 23 
We Know Only a Small Part of the Universe 23 
Evil May Result from Our Free Wills 24 

G. W. Leibniz: God and Evil: A Positive View 25 

6. Faith and Reason 28 

Both Sides Have the Same Evidence 28 
Although Not Provable, Faith in Ood Has Psychological 

Benefits 29 
S~ren Kierkegaard: The Eternal Happiness Promised by 
Christianity 30 
Bertrand Russell: The Scientific Outlook 33 

Summary of Chapter 1 36 

Questions for Further Thought 39 

2 Free Will, Determinism, and Moral Responsibility 43 

1. Free Will versus Determinism 43 

2. Are We Ever Responsible for Our Actions? 44 

Hard Determinism, Soft Determinism, and Libertarianism 44 

3. Hard Determinism 44 

Arguments for Hard Determinism 44 
The Argument against Hard Determinism 46 

4. Libertarianism 47 

Reasons for Accepting Libertarianism 47 
We Feel Free 47 

Baruch Spinoza: ln Favor of Determinism 
Arguments against Libertarianism 50 
We Aren't Responsible for Uncaused Actions 50 
Can We Freely Choose Our Desires and Motives? 
Can We Choose to Resist Our Desires and Motives? 

5. Soft Determinism 53 

Jean Paul Sartre: On Free Will 54 
Internal and External Compulsion 56 
Determined Actions Can Be Free 56 
Reasons for Accepting Soft Determinism 57 
Difficulties with Soft Determinism 57 
Compulsion ls Not the On ly Defense 59 

viii 

48 

52 
52 



CONTENTS 

We Need a Better Criterion of True Desire 59 
Many Still Find Determinism and Moral Responsibility 

lncompatible 59 
Thomas Hobbes: Liberty and Necessity 60 

Summary of Chapter 2 62 

Questions for Further Thought 64 

3 Skepticism and Knowledge 69 

1. Do We Have Knowledge of the Future? 69 

The Principle of lnduction 70 
The Skeptic Challenges lnduction 70 
lnduction Works 71 
Nature ls Uniform 71 
Justifying lnduction ls a Pseudoproblem 72 
We Can't Justify Everything 72 
The Moral 73 
Belief in Induction Compared to Belief in Ood 73 

David Hume: Sceptical Doubts Concerning the Opera-
tions of the Understanding 75 

2. Does a World Exist External to aur Senses? 78 

Sensory Knowledge 78 
Phenomenalism and Realism 79 
A Thought Experiment 80 
Another Thought Experiment 81 

George Berkeley: To Be Is to Be Perceived 82 

3. Are There Other Minds? 85 

The Argument from Analogy 86 
Deception Is Not the Issue 86 
What about Cleverly Constructed Robots? 87 
What about Other Animals? 87 
ls the Argument from Analogy Defective? 88 

4. Is There Life after Death? 89 

Religious Faith 89 
René Descartes: I Think, Therefore I Am 90 

Séances and Mystical Experiences 92 
Last-Minute Reprieves 92 
Evidence from This Life against an Afterlife 93 

ix 



CONTENTS 

Plato: Phaedo 94 
Aristotle: De Anima 94 

Summary of Chapter 3 97 

Questions for Further Thought 99 

4 Morality 103 

1. Religious Authoritarianism 104 

How Can We Find Out What God Commands? 104 
Consult One's Conscience 104 
Consult Religious Authorities 105 
Consult the Bible 105 
The Bible's Moral Teachings Need Human Interpretation 105 
The Bible's Moral Teachings Are Inconsistent, Incomplete, and 
Counterintuitive 106 
The Bible Sometimes Requires the Impossible 107 
Knowing What God Commands, Why Obey? 107 

2. Egoism 108 

Immanuel Kant: The Categorical Imperative 109 
Critical Evaluation of Egoism 112 
Psychological Egoism 112 
Psychological Egoism Refuted 113 
Philosophical Egoism 113 
Philosophical Egoism Refuted 114 

3. Utilitarianism 114 

Right Actions Produce the Greatest Benefit for AH 
Concerned 115 

Act Utilitarianism 
Hedonistic Theories 
The Hedonic Calculus 

115 
116 

116 
Pleasures Differ in Intensity, Duration, Fecundity, and 

Likelihood 118 
The Plausibility of Utilitarianism 119 
Utilitarianism Is Counterintuitive 120 
lťs Long-Run Pleasures That Count 120 
Rule Utilitarianism 122 
Arguments in Favor of Rule Utilitarianism 122 
Objections to Rule Utilitarianism 122 

x 



CONTENTS 

1s Ru\e Utilitarianism Really Different from Act 
Utilitarianism? 123 

A Hard "What If" Question for Utilitarianism 124 

4. Equality 125 

Equality of Opportunity 125 
John Stuart Mill: What Utilitarianism ls 126 

Equality May Conflict with Other Goods 128 

5. Forward- versus Backward-Looking Theories 128 

6. Retribution 128 

Retribution Differs from Deterrence 129 
Utilitarians Opt for Deterrence 129 

7. Reciprocity and Contracts 129 

Reciprocity 130 
Contract Theories 130 

Friedrich Nietzsche: Master and Slave Morality 132 

8. Metaethical Theories 13 5 

Objectivity versus Subjectivity 135 
Mora\ Subjectivism 1s a Negative Thesis 137 
1sn't Justice, or Fairness, Objective? 137 
Everyday Va\ue Terms Are Thought of as Objective 138 
What Are Objective Va\ues? 138 

David Hume: Reason ls the Slave of the Passions 139 

Summary of Chapter 4 142 

Questions for Further Thought 145 

5 Sodal and PoHtical Philosophy: Ethics and Sodety 149 

1. What Makes Social lnstitutions Legitimate? 150 

The Utilitarian Socia\ Theory 150 
Natura\ Rights Theory 151 
Socia\ Contract Theory 153 
Illustration of Socia\ Contract Theory 
Ru\es for Fair Cooperative Ventures 

John Locke: The Social Contract 

2. Social Justice and Liberty 159 

153 
155 

156 

3. Economic Justice: Free Enterprise versus Socialism 160 

xi 



CONTENTS 

What Are Fair Wages? 162 
Equal Pay for Equal Work 163 
Does Utilitarianism Imply a Principle of Need? 163 
Is Social Contract Theory Inconsistent with a Principle of 

Need? 164 
More Pay for More or Higher-Quality Productivity 165 
More Pay for More Effort 166 
More Pay for More Odious Work 166 
What Are Fair Taxes? 167 
Everyone Should Pay the Same Tax 167 
Taxes Should Reflect Services Rendered 168 
Taxes Should Reflect Ability to Pay 168 

4. Governments and Individual Morality 168 
Kari Marx: The Communist Manifesto 169 
Plato: The Republic 172 

Should Governments Legislate Private Morality? 176 
Should We Be Each Other's Keepers? 176 

Summary of Chapter 5 177 

Questions for Further Thought 180 

6 Some Recent Turns in Philosophy 183 

1. Logical Positivism 184 

Science and Methodology 184 
Deductive and Inductive Logic 185 
Scientific Reasoning Centers on Induction 186 
The Analytic, Synthetic, APriori, and A Posteriori 187 
Scientific Knowledge Is Synthetic, Mathematical Knowledge 

Analytic 188 
Analytic Truths Have No Factual Content 188 
There Are No Synthetic APriori Truths 188 

Moritz Schlick: The Method of Philosophy 
The Verification Theory of Meaning 193 
Does the Principle of Verification Have Meaning? 
Value Statements Are Cognitively Meaningless 
Positivists Aren't against Morality 195 
Positivists Aren't Emotionless or Unpoetic 195 

Hans Reichenbach: The Rise of Scientific 
Philosophy 196 

xii 

189 

194 
194 



CONTENTS 

2. Pragmatism 200 

The Pragmatic Theory of Meaning 200 
The Pragmatic Theory of Truth 201 
Logic Is the Theory of Rational Inquiry or Problem Solving 202 
Even the Rules of Logic Are Not Unchallengeable 204 
The Truth Is Connected with Successful Prediction 204 
Facts and Values Are Intertwined and Inseparable 204 
Reason and Emotion Don't Oppose Each Other 206 
Pragmatism and Some Philosophical Dualities 206 

3. Ordinary Language Philosophy 207 

Charles Peirce: The Fixation of Belief 208 
Philosophical Problems Arise from Confused Uses of 

Language 211 
But Metaphysical Talk Is Not a Complete Waste ofTime 213 

4. Existentialism 215 

Existentialism as Rebellion against Traditional Theology-Based 
Philosophy 215 

Humanity and Choice 216 
Human Existence Precedes Human Essence 216 
Human Beings Create Their Own Values 217 
We're Responsible for Ourselves and for All Humanity 217 

Edmund Husserl: Ideas: General Introduction to Pure 
Phenomenology 218 

We Are Condemned to Be Free 222 
We Choose to Be Individuals 222 
We're All Alone and Life Is Absurd 222 
A Quick Critique of Existentialism 223 

Abraham Kaplan: Definition and Specification of 
Meaning 224 

Summary of Chapter 6 228 

Questions for Further Thought 232 

Index 235 

xiii 




