Contents

Preface X
PART I INTRODUCTION 1
1 Aims 3
2 Political and Philosophical Thinking 6
3 Definitions of Politics 18
4 Arguments, Reasons and Morality 26
5 The Status of Political Judgements 35
6 Ideology and Justification 43
PART II LIBERALISM 49
7 Economic Liberalism 51
8 Welfare Liberalism 70
9 Arguing about Liberalism 76
PART III CONSERVATISM 95
10 The Conservative Disposition 97

11 Arguing about Conservatism 107



vi Contents

PART IV SOCIALISM

12 Marxism

13 Arguing about Marxism

14 A Constitutional Alternative?
PART V. CONCLUSION

15 Where Rational Argument Ends
16 Principles and Foundations

17 ‘Living’ and Choosing
18 The Necessity of Philosophy?

Notes

Index

127
129
145
158
177
179
183
192
198
204

211





