
contents 

INTRODUCTION Vll 

PROLOGUE 1 

INDIA'S LAND AND CLIMATE 5 

North and South India: Contrasting Regions 0 Climate: 
A Crucial Ingredient 0 The Monsoon: Life-Giver to India 

VILLAGE INDIA 15 

The Caste System of Social Organization 0 Patterns of 
Life in Village India 

URBAN INDIA 28 

Living Conditions in the Cities 0 Migration from Villages 
to Cities 

RELIGION IN INDIA 35 

Hinduism: Spirit of Toleration 0 Religions Derived from 
Hinduism: Jainism, Buddhism, and Sikhism 0 Islam, Chris­
tianity, Zoroastrianism, and Judaism 0 The Sacred Books: 
Lessons for Today 

THE ARTS IN INDIA 45 

The Performing Arts: India Expresses Itself 0 "Made in 
India"-Crafts and Literature 

HISTORY OF INDIA 53 

India Before Modern Times 0 Coming of the European 
Powers 0 Leaders in India's Struggle for Independence 0 

Partition and the New Indian Nation 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 68 

Congress Party: First and Foremost 0 The Political Front: 
Problems and Prospects 

v 



INDIA'S FOREIGN RELATIONS 75 

Friendship to All, Alignment with None 0 India and the 
United States: Mutual Concerns 0 The Chinese-Indian 
Border Dispute 

INDIA'S LANGUAGES 83 

Two Distinct Sources of India's Languages 0 Linguistic 
States: Regionalism and Nationalism 

EDUCATION IN INDIA 88 

Basic Educational Problems 0 Indian Educational System: 
An Overview 

FOOD AND POPULATION IN INDIA 97 

Death Rates Down, Population Totals Up 0 Prospects 
for Increased Food Production 

INDIA'S ECONOMY 108 

Economic Development: Problems and Prospects 0 Re­
jection of Totalitarian Methods of Growth 0 Financing 
India's Economic Development 0 India's Resource Base: 
Good Potential 0 Balance of Trade: On the Debit Side 

AFGHANISTAN, CEYLON, NEPAL, AND 
PAKISTAN 122 

Groups Within the Countries of South Asia 0 Languages 
of South Asia 0 History of South Asian Nations 0 Na­
tional Boundaries of South Asia 0 Foreign Affairs of 
South Asia 0 Foreign Aid to South Asia 0 Economic 
Development of South Asia 

EPILOGUE 142 

FOR ADDITIONAL READING 147 

INDEX 151 

Vi 




