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Critical thinking is a skill that can be honed
on twelve basics.

Welcome to the Community of Thinkers
The meaning of argument, definition, and
distinction.

The Basics: Issue, Conclusion, and Reason
Finding the main point, reasons for the point,
and the underlying issue.

Alternative Arguments
Generating opposing arguments, alternative
positions.

Evidence: An Overview
The kind of evidence differs among subject
areas.

Deciding to Accept an Argument: Warranted

Inference
Necessity of true, consistent reasons;
induction and deduction explained.

Other Connections: Assumptions and Implications
The argument in its fuller context.

Prescriptions
Arguments often offer solutions as well as
conclusions.

What Does It Need?

A review of the twelve basics in light of
evaluating an argument and seeking to
improve upon it.

How to Write a Dialogue
A closely reasoned argument and
counterargument.
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Following Complex Arguments

Locating the major issue while subsuming

ideas and arguments under it.
Deliberations

A modification of debating style that allows

more room to change one’s position.
Experiment, Correlation, and Speculation

A closer look at the nature of evidence.
Flimsy Structures

Pitfalls in common arguments.
Problem-Solving by Way of Review

Argument structure as a strategy for sorting

out day-to-day problems.
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