
CONTENTS 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ... 

PART I. ORTHODOX LOGIC AND BEING 

page 
IX 

I 

Ch. I. TYPES AND ABSTRACT BEING I 

1. The need for discussion of types I 

2. Linguistic theories of types 2 

3. The nature of a linguistic system 8 
4. The logical theory of types 10 

5. The ontological theory of types 17 
(a) Full being and abstract being 17 
(b) Aristotle and the meaning of ' ghostly being' 18 
(c) Aristotle's proof of ghostly being 20 

6. The identity of the logical and ontological 
theories . . . 22 

7. Ideal being 23 
(a) Confusion regarding the subject of existential 

predication 23 
(b) The concept as a result of conceiving 24 
( c) The concept as a natural sign 26 

8. Two meanings of ' exists' 28 

Ch. II. THE ONTOLOGICAL PRESUPPOSITIONS OF LOGIc... 30 
I. The relevance of logic to questions of existence ... 30 
2. The older empiricist criticism 3 I 
3. Vacuous occurrence 32 
4. The ' rule' theory of logic 34 
5. Formal and intuitive thinking 35 

(a) The significance of formalisation in modern 
logic ... 35 

(b) The invalidity of the proof that a contra-
diction implies every proposition 37 

(c) Kleene's formalistic proof also invalid 38 
(d) A defence of these proofs, and reply 39 
(e) Intuitionism not intuitive thinking 41 
(f) The paradoxes of implication 41 



VI CONTENTS 

page 
(g) The Rule of Inference presupposes intuitive 

thinking 43 
6. Lewis Carroll's paradox of inference 44 

(a) Statement of the paradox 44 
(b) Analysis of the paradox 46 
(c) Solution in terms of a rule 48 
(d) Solution by termination of the regress 52 
( e) The regress of relations 54 

7. The general argument for logical empiricism 55 
(a) A statement of the logical empiricist position 55 
(b) Failure of the argument that a logical prin-

ciple is trivial 58 
(c) The positive, intuitive aspect of the' analy-

tical' 60 
(d) The negative aspect, and its destruction by 

the positive aspect 61 
8. Logical conceptualism 62 
9. The matter of logic 65 

(a) Vacuous occurrence 65 
(b) Hypotheticals ... 67 
(c) Falsehood and negation 68 

Ch. III. NON-EXISTENCE AND UNIVERSALS 71 
I. Historical background 71 
2. Existence of a subject-matter 72 
3. The factual form of the paradox... 74 
4. Negative facts 75 
5. The argument for universals 77 
6. The more general Issues of universals and 

negation ... 79 

PART II. NEGATION AND UNORTHODOX 
LOGIC 81 

Ch. IV. THE PARADOX OF NEGATION 81 
I. Conceptions and theories of negation 81 
2. Propositions and possibilities 82 

3. Opposition 84 



4· 
5· 
6. 
7· 

8. 

CONTENTS 

Difference ... 
The indispensability of non-existence 
The irreducibility of non-existence 
The meaning of non-existence ... 
(a) The kind of object to which negation applies 
(b) Inveterate assumption of a way out ... 
(c) Modern philosophy presupposes that there 

is only one root meaning of non-existence ... 
(d) Plato also appears to presuppose this ... 
(e) This presupposition, hence the paradox, 

unavoidable 
The denial of negative fact 
(a) The first three methods of denial 
(b) Criticism of subjectivist methods of denial ... 
(c) The sceptic's objection 
(d) The Type objection ... 
(e) The double negation method of denial 
(f) The paradox itself as a denial 

Ch. V. THE PARADOX OF THE PAST 

I. The implication of ceasing to be ... 
2. Solutions in terms of decriptions 
3. The conception of history 
4. A Whiteheadian solution ... 
5. Rationalisation by the idea of memory 
6. Rationalisation by the idea of mind 
7. The status of events in time 

CONCLUSION (A) 
(B) 

INDEX OF MAIN SUBJECTS DISCUSSED 

Vll 

page 
87 
88 
89 
93 
93 
95 

96 
96 

97 
98 
98 
99 

100 

102 

103 
104 

106 

106 

107 
108 
III 

112 

114 

116 

118 

120 

125 




