
CONTENTS 

Introduction 

Part I: THE ANALYSIS OF CONCEPTUAL 
SYSTEMS 

The Scope of this Study 
Matter and Metaphysics 
Theories 
Production and Generation 
The Hierarchy of Mechanisms 
The Nature of a General Conceptual System 
Invariants and Principles of Conservation 
Modifications to a General Conceptual System 
The Function of a General Conceptual System 
Conceptual Systems and Reasoning 
The General Conceptual System and Existence 
The Newtonian General Conceptual System 

Part 2: THE CORPUSCULARIAN PHILOSOPHY 
Perceptions and Things 
The Corpuscularian Philosophy 

GASSENDI 

BACON 

BOYLE 

The Necessary Properties of Matter 
GALILEO AND THE METHOD OF CONTRASTS 

JOHN LOCKE: THE THEORY OF PERCEPTUAL 

COUNTERPARTS 

The Newtonian Synthesis 
TRUE MECHANICAL MATTER 

THE GENERAL CONCEPTUAL SYSTEM AS A DETERMINANT 

IX 

3 
7 
8 

20 

24 
27 
31 

36 
38 
39 
47 
52 

61 
63 
63 
72 

79 
85 
85 

93 
104 
104 

OF METHOD 108 

A Summary of the Arguments I I I 

Index II9 
v 


