
CONTENTS 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS page viii 

INTRODUCTION ix 

I. ON THE ORIGINS AND CHARACTER OF ANALYTICAL PHILOSOPHY I 

I. Basic Characteristics of Analytical Philosophy I 

2. On the Origins of Analytical Philosophy 8 
A. The action-reaction schema as an explanation 8 
B. The development oj science as a necessary prereqllisite I I 

II. KAZIMIERZ TWARDOWSKI AND THE RISE OF THE ANALYTICAL 

MOVEMENT IN POLAND 24 

I. Background 24 

2. Twardowski's Contribution to the Philosophy of Mind 32 

3. The Classical Theory of Truth 39 
A. Twardowski's position 39 
B. Further development of the Theory oj Trllth 42 

4. The Formation of the Polish Analytical Movement 52 
A. Twardowski as a teacher 52 
B. Homogeneity of the analYtical movement in Poland 54 

III. JAN LUKASIEWICZ AND THE DILEMMA OF MODERN SCIENTIFIC 

PHILOSOPHY 56 

I. Early Development 56 
2. Creative Achievements in the Field of Mathematical 

Logic and Pioneer Work in the History of Logic 60 
3. The Scientific Method in Philosophy and the System of 

Scientific Philosophy 67 
4. -Eukasiewicz's Attitude Towards the Vienna Circle 72 

IV. TADEUSZ KOTARBINSKI-CONCRETISM AND PRAXIOLOGY 77 

I. The Man and the Teacher 77 
A. Kotarbinski-the man 77 
B. Kotarbinski-the teacher 79 
C. Ethics 81 

v 



Contents 

z. The Principle of Clear Thinking and Common 
Sense 

3. Reism-Pansomatism-Concretism 
A. The formative stage of reism 
B. The principles of reistic semantics 
C. Imitationism and extraspectionism 
D. A critique of The Elements 

page 85 
91 

91 

94 
97 

IOZ 

E. Concretism as the final stage of the development of 
reism 106 

F. Final discussion of concretism 107 

4. Attitude Towards Contemporaries IIO 

A. Towards logistics 110 

B. Towards Marxism I II 

C. Towards the Vienna Circle I 13 

D. Towards Twardowski 114 
5. Praxiology I16 

A. Afew remarks about the history of praxiology I16 
B. The scope and nature of praxiology 118 

C. Some basic concepts of praxiology IZO 

D. Some illustrations of praxiological thinking IZ4 
E. Recent developments in Poland I z8 

v. KAZIMIERZ AJDUKIEWICZ-EPISTEMOLOGY REFLECTED IN 

LANGUAGE 131 

I. A General Characterization 131 

A. Some remarks on Ajdukiewicz's style of philosophizing 13 Z 

B. An analytical attitude towards social issues 134 
z. The Theory of Meaning 137 

3. Radical Conventionalism 145 
4. Idealism versus Realism I 5 Z 

A. The first encounter 15 Z 

B. The second encounter 156 
5· Methodological Empiricism 159 

A. Radical empiricism and the analytic I 5 9 
B. The principle of rationalism 164 
C. Towards the semantic concept of radical empiricism 166 

VI. PHILOSOPHERS OF LINGUISTIC ORIENTATION I7Z 

I. The Four Types of Analytical Philosophers I7Z 

z. The Oxford Idiom and the Oxford Tradition 176 

3. Wiadyslaw Tatarkiewicz and the History of Ideas 181 

4. Janina Kotarbiilska-the Linguistic Approach in the 
Philosophy of Science 190 

5. Maria Ossowska-the Science of Morality 194 
vi 



Contents 

VII. ON THE MARGINS OF ANALYTICAL PHILOSOPHY page 201 

1. Leon Chwistek-the Multiplicity of Realities 201 

2. Benedict Bernstein-the Construction of the Absolute 
by Means of Logic and Mathematics 205 

3. Lesser Figures of the Twardowski School 206 

4. Witkacy-Enfant Terrible of Polish Philosophy 210 

VIII. ANALYTICAL PHILOSOPHY AND MARXISM 2 13 

I. The Impact of Marxism on Analytical Philosophy 2 I 3 
2. The Formative Stage of Analytical-Linguistic Marxism 2 I 7 
3. The Main Tenets of Analytical-Linguistic Marxism ZZ3 

IX. SOME COMPARISONS WITH BRITISH ANALYTICAL PHILOSOPHY 236 

1. Problem-Philosophers and Methodologists 236 

2. Particular Comparisons 241 

A. Moore and Twardowski 241 

B. Bertrand Russell and Polish analYtical philosophy 245 

C. Wittgenstein-a lack of impact on Polish analYtical 
philosophy Z47 

D. Ryle and Kotarbitiski Z50 

FINAL REMARKS 259 

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHIES z6z 
I. Ajdukiewicz 
2. Kotarbinski 
3. -Eukasiewicz 
4. Tarski 
5. Tatarkiewicz 
6. Twardowski 

INDEX OF SUBJECTS z66 

INDEX OF NAMES 27Z 

vii 


