
CONTENTS 
Chaptet' 

PREFACE. 

I. HOBBES (1) 

Life and writings-The end and nature of philosophy and its 
exclusion of all theology-The divisions of philosophy
Philosophical method-Hobbes's nominalism-Causality and 
mechanism-Space and time-Body <LIld accidents--Motion 
and change-Vital motions and animal motions--Good and 
evil-The passions-Will-Intellectual virtues-Atomic in· 
dividualism. 

II. HOBBES (2) 
The natural state of war-The laws of nature-The generation 
of a commonwealth and the theory of the covenant-The 
rights of the sovereign-The liberty of subjects--Reflections 
on Hobbes's political theory. 

III. THE CAMBRIDGE PLATONISTS 

Introductory remarks-Lord Herbert of Cherbury and his 
theory of natural religion-The Cambridge Platonists-
Richard Cumberland. 

IV. LOCKE (1) 
Life and writings-Locke's moderation and common sense
The purpose of the Essay-The attack on innate ideas-The 
empiricist principle. 

V. LOCKE (2) • 
Simple and complex ideas-Simple modes; space, duration, 
infinity-Mixed modes-Primary and secondary qualities
Substance--Relations-Causality-Identity in relation to 
inorganic and organic bodies and to man-Language-
Universal ideas-Real and nominal essences. 

VI. LOCKE (3) 
Knowledge in general-The degrees of knowledge-The extent 
and reality of our knowledge-Knowledge of the existence of 
God-Knowledge of other things-Judgment and probability 
-Reason and faith. 

1 

32 

52 

79 

108 

VII. LOCKE (4) . . . . . . . 123 
Locke's ethic~eory-The state of nature and the natural 
moral law-The right of private property-The origins of 
political society; the social compact-Civil government-
The dissolution of government-General remarks-Locke's 
influence. 

v 



vi CONTENTS 

Chapter 

VIII. NEWTON 
Robert Boyle-Sir Isaac Newton. 

IX. RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS 

Samuel Clarke-The deists-Bishop Butler. 

X. PROBLEMS OF ETHICS 

Shaftesbury - Mandeville - Hutcheson - Butler - Hartley 
-Tucker-Paley-General remarks. 

XI. BERKELEY (I) • 
Life-Works-Spirit of Berkeley's thought-Theory of 
Vision. 

XII. BERKELEY (2) 
Words and their meanings-Abstract general ideas-The esse 
of sensible things is percipi-Sensible things are ideas
Material substance is a meaningless term-The reality of 
sensible things-Berkeley and the representative theory of 
perception. 

XIII. BERKELEY (3) 
Finite spirits; their existence, nature and immortal character 
-The order of Nature-Berkeley'S empiricist interpretation of 
physics, especially as seen in the De motu-The existence and 
nature of God-The relation of sensible things to ourselves and 
to God-Causality-Berkeley and other philosophers-Some 
remarks on Berkeley's ethical ideas-A note on Berkeley's 
influence • 

• 
XIV. HUME (I) 

Life and writings-The science of human nature-Impressions 
and ideas-The association of ideas-Substance and relations 
-Abstract general ideas-Relations of ideas; mathematics
Matters of fact-The analysis of causality-The nature of 
belief. 

XV. HUME (2) 
Our belief in the existence of bodies-Minds and the problem 
of personal identity-The existence and nature of God
Scepticism. 

XVI. HUME (3) 
Introductory-The passions, direct and indirect-Sympathy 
-The will and liberty-The passions and the reason-Moral 
distinctions and the moral sense-Benevolence and utility
Justice-General remarks. 

Page 

143 

157 

171 

202 

213 

230 

258 

293 

318 



CONTENTS 

Chapter 

XVII. HUME (4) 
Politics as a science-The origin of society-The origin of 
government-The nature and limits of allegiance-The laws 
of nations-General remarks. 

XVIII. FOR AND AGAINST HUME 
Introductory remarks-Adam Smith-Price-Reid-Camp
bell-Beattie-Stewart-Brown-Conduding remarks. 

ApPENDIX: A SHORT BIBLIOGRAPHY 

INDEX 

vii 

Page 

342 

354 

395 




