
CONTENTS 

PART ONE: MORAL DISCOURSE 

CHAPTER PAG~ 

I. AIMS AND METHOD IN MORAL PHILOSOPHY 

I. Foreword 3 
2. Philosophy as the Study of 'Meta-Questions' 4 
3. Two kinds of Philosophy 6 
4. Philosophy as Synopsis 8 
5. The Three-Tier Model 9 
6/ Ethics and the Three-Tier Model I I 

7. The Problems of Moral Philosophy 14 

II. STANDARDS AND PRINCIPLES 

I. The Need for Decisions 
2. Moral Guidance and Moral Control 
3. The Regulation of Behaviour 
4. Evaluative and Imperative Language 
5. Evaluations and Standards 
6. Imperatives and Principles 
7. On the Logic of Standards and Principles 

III. ETHICAL RELATIVISM 

I. The Independence of Moral Standards 
2. Law and 'Necessity' 
3. The Force of Habit 
4. In Defence of Relativism 
5. Against Subjectivism 

IV. REASON IN ETHICS 

16 
18 
20 

22 

24 
26 
28 

32 

35 
37 
38 
45 

I. The Peculiarity of Moral Reasons 46 
2. Kant versus Hume 48 
3. The Role of Reasoning in Moral Argument 50 
4. Reasoning and Consensus 53 
5. Two Dimensions ofUniversalisability 55 
6. The Principle of Non-Self-Contradiction 57 

v 



VI CONTENTS 

CHAPTER 

7. Reasoning aa.a Second-Order Performance 
8. Universalisability without Universality 
9. Self-Criticism and Moral Education 

V. TRUTH IN ETHICS 

I. Matters of Fact and Matters of Taste 69 
2. Cambridge Objectivism 70 

3. The Problem of Moral Disputes 71 

4. Appropriateness, Criteria and Conventions 74 
5· Criteria of Meaning 75 
6. Criteria of Truth 76 

7. Singular and General Statements 77 
8. Meaning-Criteria in Moral Language 80 
9. 'Truth' -Criteria in Moral Language 80 

10. Actual and Implied Consensus 83 
I I. A Third Dimension ofUniversalisability 90 

PART TWO: THE MORAL LIFE 

VI. COMMITMENTS AND ISSUES 

I. What is the Distinctive Feature of Morality? 95 
2. Rules and Regulation 96 
3. Moral Philosophy and Moral Controversy 98 
4. Mill on Ethics and Teleology 99 
5. 'Acting on Principle' 100 

6. The Creation of Moral Principles 102 

7. Actual and Potential Controversy 104 

8. Commitment and Belief 105 

9. Taking Sides on Moral Issues 107 

10. The Importance ofImportance 109 

I I. A Misleading Model 1 I I 

12. MoralJudgments as Acts of Commitment 114 

13. Commitments and Fulfilments 116 

VII. THE NATURE OF MORAL PROBLEMS 

I. Kinds of Moral Problem 118 

2. Moral Problems and Personal Problems 120 

3. A Specimen Problem Analysed 121 

4. Moral Language and (Un) philosophical 
Language 124 



CONTENTS ~i 

CHAPTER PAGE 

5. 'Self-Control' 125 
6. 'Reason' and 'Passion' 126 
7. Classical Puzzles and Classical Paradoxes 128 
8. Facts and Metaphors 129 
9. A Para-Political Myth 131 

10. A Para-Mechanical Myth 133 
11. Disposition-Words and Occurrence-Words 134 
12. Disposition-Words and Human Character 137 
13. Solution of the Classical Puzzles 138 
14. The Brake and the Accelerator 140 

VIII. CONSqIENCE AND AUTHORITY (i) 
( 

I. 'Conscience' and the Para-Political Myth 142 
2. Butler and his 'Constitution' 143 
3. Kant and his 'Kingdom' 145 
4. What is an Organisation? 146 
5. Organisation and Command: A Two-Storey 

Model 147 
6. The Logic of Commanding 148 
7. Authority and Justification 152 
8. Organisation and Authority: A Multi-Storey 

Model 154 
9. Delegation of Responsibility and Delegation 

of Authority 157 
10. Commands and Rules 159 
1 I. The Authority of Rules 160 
12. Persons and Office-Holders 162 
13. Disobedience and Authority 163 

IX. CONSCIENCE AND AUTHORITY (ii) 
I. Is There a Moral Organisation? 165 
2. Self-Commands 165 
3. Autonomy and Equality 166 
4. The Ultimacy of Moral Authority 168 
5. Self-Commands and Conscience 170 
6. Kinds of Moral Failure: A Three-Storey 

Model 172 
7. Conscience and 'Conscience' 175 
8. Assenting to Rules and Acquiring Dispositions 177 
9. An Illustration 179 

10. Summary 179 



viii CONTENTS 

CHAPTItR PAGE 

PART THREE: 

TOWARDS A NEW HUMANISM 

X. MORAL PRINCIPLES AND MORAL MAN 

1. Theory and Fact 
2. On Describing Man 
3. The Dynamic Function of Principles 
4. Intellectualists and Anti-Intellectualists 
5. Moral Imperatives 
6. Moral Concepts and Legal Concepts 
7. Existentialists and Kantians 
8. Uniqueness and Generality 
9. Personal Relations and Morality 

XI. NEGATIVE AND POSITIVE MORALITY 

1. Duty and Virtue 
2. Seven Negative Features of Duty 
3. Kant and the Utilitarians 
4. Prohibitive Laws 
5. The Prohibitive Function of All Laws 
6. From Law to Morality 
7. Doing and Being 
8. Principles and Ideals 
9. Saints and Heroes 

10. The Plurality of Moral Standards 
11. Law and Education 

XII. CONCERNING MORAL FREEDOM 

200 
201 
203 
204 
206 
208 
209 
210 

214 
21 5 
216 

1. Ought Implies Can 219 

2. Metaphysical Assertions and Methodological 
Principles ) 223 

3. Mechanism and Teleology 225 

4. The Logic of Prediction 228 
5. Conclusion 231 

INDEX 233 




