
Contents 

Acknowledgments XI 

Preface xv 

1 The scope of semantics 

2 On the general character of semantic theory 11 

1. Theories about the objective reality oflanguage 12 
2. Effability 18 
3. Competence and performance 24 
4. The structure of the theory of language 29 
5. Semantic theory's model of a semantic component 34 
6. Preliminary definitions of some semantic properties and 

relations 47 

vii 



3 Aspects of semantic representation 56 

1. Some historical remarks 56 
2. On explanatory goals in semantics 58 
3. Some confusion about syntactic markers 63 
4. The form of a dictionary entry 68 
5. Semantic markers and distinguishers 
6. Readings and selection restrictions 
7. The definition of' suppressed sense' 
8. The structure of lexical readings 98 

82 
89 

97 

9. Categorized variables, grammatical relations, and case 
grammars 104 

10. Projection 113 

4 Linguistic truth 11 7 

1. General remarks on propositions and statements 120 
2. Presupposition 127 
3. Propositional type and propositional content 150 
4. Antonymy and negation 157 
5. Analyticity and entailment 171 
6. On the scope of the notion' linguistic truth' 197 

5 The logic of questions 201 

1. Some examples of logical properties and relations 203 
2. Linguistic background 204 
3. Two basic questions about questions and answers 216 
4. Applications: practical and theoretical 225 
5. Prospects for a logic of requests and exclamations 227 

6 A discussion of analyticity and opacity 233 

1. Extensionalism and intensionalism 234 
2. Analyticity and its critics 243 
3. Referential opacity 261 

3.1 The problem 261 
3.2 Frege's solution 263 
3.3 A revision of Frege's solution 265 
3.4 An old objection 267 
3.5 Church's suggestion 268 
3.6 A new criterion for inference in connection with opacity 

274 
3.7 Correctness: a new defense 277 
3.8 Utility 280 



Contents Ix 

7 Temporal specification, state, process, and the 
converse relation 293 

1. The general problem 296 
2. The concepts ' state' and 'process' 302 
3. Linguistically expressed time relations 306 
4. A solution to the problem of converses 332 
5. A reconstruction of semantic fields 346 
6. Suggested extensions 355 
7. Time and type 361 

8 Syntax, semantics, deep structure, and the 
prospects for a theory of surface structure 
interpretation 363 

1. Syntax and semantics 363 
2. Deep structure and its interpretation 384 
3. A rationale for deep structure 412 
4. Surface structure and its interpretation 414 

4.1 Rhetorical interpretation 417 
4.2 Nonrhetorical cases 435 

5. Some reflections on what meaning is not 441 

Bibliography 453 

Subject Index 461 

Name Index 464 




