Contents

Preface xiii

1

WHY A PHILOSOPHY OF SOCIAL SCIENCE? 1

Philosophy: A Working Definition, 1

Philosophy and the Social Sciences, 4

Progress and Prediction, 8

Understanding and Intelligibility, 13

Are There Right Answers in the Philosophy
of Social Science? 18

Introduction to the Literature, 20

THE EXPLANATION OF HUMAN ACTION 22

Folk Psychology, 23

Reasons and Causes, 27

The Conspiracy of Desires, Beliefs, and Actions, 30
The Logical-Connection Argument, 36
Intentionality, 41

Intensionality and Extensionality, 46

Introduction to the Literature, 49

BEHAVIORISM 51

Behaviorism’s Attack on Teleology, 52

The Experimental Analysis of Behavior, 57
Behaviorism in the Theory of Rational Choice, 65
Instrumentalism in Economics, 74

Introduction to the Literature, 79

ix



Contents

INTELLIGIBILITY 82

The Hermeneutics of Human Action, 83

Can We Reconcile Rules and Causes? 87

Rules, Roles, and the Social Construction of Society, 91
Critical Theory, 96

Freud and the Analysis of Deep Meanings, 99
Meaning and Marxism, 103

Impasse and Epistemology, 109

Introduction to the Literature, 111

MACROSOCIAL SCIENCE 113

Holism and Human Action, 115
The Autonomy of Sociology, 118
Holism and Reductionism in Psychology

and Sociology, 122
Functional Analysis and Functional Explanation, 128
Methodological Individualism Versus Functionalism, 132
Introduction to the Literature, 139

Two KINDs OF INVISIBLE HANDS 141

Social Facts and Rational Choices, 143

Public Goods and the Prisoners Dilemma, 149
Egoism, Altruism, and Sociobiology, 154
Problems for Invisible Hands, 163
Introduction to the Literature, 169

SHALL WE COMMIT A SOCIAL SCIENCE? 171

Moral Problems of Controlled Research, 172

Social Science and Moral Theory, 176

Facts and Values, 184

Dangerous Questions, Moral Obligations,
and Predictive Knowledge, 190

Introduction to the Literature, 193

SOCIAL SCIENCE AND THE ENDURING QUESTIONS
OF PHILOSOPHY 195

The Unavoidability of Epistemology, 197
Science and Metaphysics, 199



Contents xi

Macrosocial Science, Instrumentalism, and Reduction, 203
Philosophy and the Moral Sciences, 204
Conclusion, 205

Bibliography 207
Index 213



