
cONTENTS 

Preface Xjii 

MORAL DISCOURSE AND MORAL 
PIIILOSOPHY 1 

An Example of Moral Discourse 1 

Is There a ConneCtion between Moral Phi-
> losophy and First-Order Moral Dis-

coUrse? 12 

MORAL DISCOURSE AND THEORIES OF 
MEANING' 19 

L THE REFERENTIAL THEORY 21 

Simplest Form of the Theory 21 

A More Sophisticated Version of the 
- Theory 22 

Wittgenstein's "Picture Theory" 24 

The -Referential Theory and Moral Dis-
; course 31 

n.·THE VER,IFICATIONIST THEORY .32 

Logical Positivism 32 

The Verification Principle and Moral Dis-
.~ 36 



'Yiil 

m. THB CAUSAL, OR PSYCHOL()GlC~ 
nmORY 
Two Senses of Meaning • 

The Psycbological1heory and Moral Dis-
course 43 

IV. MEANING AS USB 44 

The Later Wittgenstein and the Need to 
Look at the Use to Which Language Is • 
. Put 44 

Depth Grammar,Fotms of. Life, and-
Moral Discourse -' 47 

J. L Austin and What We Do with Words 54. 

Meaning. Dlocu1ionary Force, and Moral 
Discourse n 

3. THE INTUITIONIST THEORY 6S 

L MOORE AND TIm RBlECTlON OF 
ETIIICAL NATURALISM 66 

Good as Indefinable 66 

The NaturalistiC' Fallacy 69 

Moore's Predecessors . TJ. 

Did Mill Commit the NaturaIiSticFa1lacy? 74 ~ 

Are Moore's Arguments Good ones? 79 ".~ 
'j 

Is Ethical Naturalistn Defensible? 84; 

II. nIB INTUlTIONISM OF PRICHARD 
AND ROSS 81 

H. A. Prichard • 

W. D. Ross /~::' 

A PrecJecessor of Prichard ~ 1toss ,. •. '; 

~ 
'-~ ;;; 



J1L'llIE CLAI)f TO KNOW BY MORAL. 
INTUiTION ·100 

THE EMOTWIST THEORY. 107 

~ L THE RBJECTION OF NONNATURAUSM 107 

Wittgensteiri and the Logical Positivis~ 107 

The Dynamic Character of Moral Dis-
course 

n. STEVENSON'S ACCOUNT OF 
EMOTIVISM 

Origins of Emotivism 

Stevenson's Three Features of Moral Dis-

111 

113 

113 

course 114 

Disagreement in Attitude and Belief 116 

The Meaning of Moral. Judgments 121 

Stevenson's Patterns of AnalySis· and the 
Methodology of Moral Argument 126 

m CRITICISM OF EMOTIVISM 132 

Moral Effects of Emotivism 132 

Two Confusions 134 

Is Stevenson Self-Consistent? 137 

Stevenson's Psycho1ogical Theory of 
Meaning 1~ 

Meaning and Suggestion 142 

Truth and Falsity 143 

Validity and Invalidity 145 

Does Stevenson's Theory Fit the Facts? 141 



:If 

5. PRESCRlPTlYlSM 

Modem ltfortll Phll."Ii;'. 

15'5 

, L TIm REJECTION OF EMoTMsM ISS 

Reasons and causes . . 155. 

Meaning and Perlocutionary Force 160 

IL BARFS ACCOUNT OF 

/. 

PRESCRIPTJVISM 164 

(I) PRBSClUPTlVlTY 164 

Supervenience 164 

Value-Judgments and Imperatives . 161. 

(n) UNlVERSALIZABILITY 179 

How and Why Jue Value Judgments· 
Univenalizable? 179 

What Makes a Value Judgment Moral? 

(m) LOGICAL ULATIONS 

ID. CRmCIS¥ 

184 

195 

201 

201 

203 

(I) ClUTICISM: PRBSClUPTlVlTY 

Is Prescriptivism Plausible? 

How Far Does Hare's Prescriptivism 00 
beyond Emotivism? 

(n) camCISM: vNMntsALIZABILl'IY 

Some Misunderstandiriga 

Situation Ethics 

Act •. and Rule-Utilitarianism .. 

MacIntyre's Criticism 

Is the Universalizability Thesis True but 
Trivial? . 

206. 

209 

210 

211: 

21S~j" 
..~ 

217'~ 



. The -UniversaHzaliiIi Thesis ancl ~tiJitari.. 
anism 227 

Is the Universa1izability 'Ibesia a Moral 
Principle? 230 

(m) CRlTICISM: LOGICAL RELAnoNS 231 

Neustics and P~cs 231 

Hare's Rules 234 

-Value-Words and Speech-Acts 237 

Kinds and Levels of Meaning 239 

DESCRIPTIVISM 249 

I. 1HB INTERPRETATION OF NUMB ON 
. "IS" AND "OUGHT' 249 

The .Accepted Interpretation ·251 

New Interpretation No. 1 252 

New Interpretation No. 2 255 

Which Interpretation Is Correct? 262 

11. OUGHTS AND WANTS 264 

Does. "Ought" Mean "Wants"? 265 

Does ''Wants'' Constitute a Conclusive 
Reason for ''Ought''? . 270 

Why Be Just? 272 

Why Be Moral? 276 

IlL lNSTI'IUTIONAL FAcr 282 

Searle's Attempt to Derive "Ought" from 
"Is" 282 

Criticism of. Searle 285 

Descriptiviats and Prescriptivists 291 



1." 

i' 

,,..'; . .. 
d Modem M~rd P_l;Iit~ •... 

lV ... THBPROS· AND CONS OF . 
DESCR.IPTIVISM . 294, 

Descriptiort and Eval~tion' 

, Criteria and Choice 

Is Th<=re' Anything Which Cannot Be 
Denied to Be Go¥? 

cA Proposed Middle Way' 

Is Morality LogicaJly Grounded in Human 
Needs? 

Flourishing 

Ethics and Anthropology 

7. ACTION AND RESPONSIBIUTY 

I. NEGATIVE CONDmONS OF 
RESPONSlBLE ACTION 

II. POSITIVE CONDmONS OF. 

Index 

RESPONSlBLE ACTION 

Is Free Will Compatible- with Deter
minism? 

Does "Can"Require an If Clause to 
Complete Its Sense? 

The Language of Action and the 
. Language of Event . 




