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By *Reasonable’ conduct—whother morally or prudentially reason-
allle—we mean thaé of which we judge that it ‘onght’ to be dons,
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2, The common judgment that a thing is *‘good” doas not on reflec-
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tion that the rational end of conduct for enoh individual is the
Maximum of hia own Happiness or Pleasure, |, '

2. There are several methods of sseking this end : but we may take as

primary that which proceeds by Lmpirical-reflective comparison
of pleasures. : . .

L] L

CHAPTER 1I

EMPIRICAL HEDONISM

I. In this method it is assumed that all pleasures sought and pains

shunned are comwmensurable; and can be arranged in a certain
scale of preferableness : ‘ . '

2. pleasurs being defined as ‘' feoling apprehended as desirable by the
gentient individual at the time of feeling it." .
Note . , o ' :

] +

PAGE]

105-106
106-109
109--118

118-116

119-121

121-122

123-125

1265-~130
130



CONTENTS

CHAPTER III

EMPIRICAL HEDONISM (conlinued)
To got a clearer viow of thizs method, let na consider objectiona
tending to show ita inherent impracticability; as, fixst, that

‘‘ pleasure as feoling cannot be conceived,” and that a *‘sum of
pleasures is intrinsienlly nnmeaning " ; :

that trausient pleasuzes cannot satisfy ; and that the predominance
af solf-love tends to deleat its own end ; . .

that the habit of introspsetively compaving pleasures is unfavour-
able to plossure: . . , \ .

that any quantitative comparison of pleasures nnd pains is vague
and uncertain, even in tho case of our own past experiences:

that it also tends to be dilferent at different times: especiaily
through varistions in the present state of the person performing

the comparison: . . . . ‘
that, in faot, tho supposed definite commensnrability of pleasures
is an unverifiable assumption : . ; . ‘

that there i3 n similar liability to error in a{;pmpriﬂ.ting the ex-
perience of others ; and in interring future pleasurses from past, .

CHAPTER IV

OBJEQTIVE HEDONISM AND COMMON SENSE

It mey scem that the judgments of Common Sense respecting the
Sources of Happiuess offer a refuge from the uncertainties of
Empirioal Hedouism ; but theve are saveral fundamental defeots
in this refuge ; : : . : . \

and these judgments when closely exninined are found to be por.
plexingly inconsistent. . . . . .

3till we may derive from thom a certain amount of practical guidance,

CHAPTER V

HATPINESS AND DUTY

It has been thought possible to prove on empirical grounds that
one's greatest happiness is shways attained by the performance
of duty. : ‘ . ; : ,

But no such complete coincidence seems to result from a considera-
tion either of the Legal Sanotions of Duty :

or of the Sccial Sanctions : . : . . .
or of the Internal Sanctions: even if we consider not morely
isolated acts of duty, but a virtuous life as a whele, . \

XX ViL

PAQE]

181-134
134-138
138-140

140-144

144-148
146-147

147--150

1511563

153-1568
168~161

162-163

163-148
166--170

170175



XX Vit THE METHODS OF ETHICS

CHAPTER VI

DEDUCTIVE HEDONISM

1. Hodonistic Method must ultimately rest on faots ol empiriﬂfﬂ
observation ; but it might become largely deductive, througs

seiontific knowledge of the causes of pleasure and pain : -
2. but we have no practically available general theory of these eous et
gither psychophyaical, \ \ : , -
3, or biological, . * : . ‘ . »

4. Nor oan the prineiplo of ‘increasing life,’ or that of ‘aiming al sell-
development,’ or that of ‘giving free play to impulse,’ bo H-’L;L
dofined as to afferd us any practical guidance to the eud ﬂ'r
Faoism, withont falling back on the empirical comparison &
Pleasures and pains. . . ' . .

BOOK TII

INTUITIONISM

CHAPTLER 1

INTUITIONISM
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Nor is 1t easy to give a clear definition of the maxim of Purity-—but
in fact common sense seems averse to attempf this, We muat
note, however, thut suicide is commonly judged to be absolutely
Wrong. . ‘ . . , : :

CHAPTER X

COURAGE, HUMILITY, ETC.

. The Duty of Courags is subordinate to those already disounssed : and

in dvawing the line between the Excollonco of Uourage and the
Fault of I'oplhardiness we seem forced to have recourse to con-
siderations of expedioney. ; ‘ :

Similarly the maxim of Humility seems either clearly subordinate or
not clearly doterminale,

CHAPTER XI

REVIEW OF THE MORALITY OF COMMON SENSE

Wa have now to examine the moral maximy that have been defined,

to ascortain whother they possess the characteristies of seientific
inteitions, . . \ .

Axiom that it should be (1) stated in clear and
precise terms, (2) really self-evident, (8) not conflicting with any
othar truth, (4) supported by an adequate ¢ consensus of experts,’
These charaotoristios are not found in the moral maxims of
Common Sense, . : :

. The maxims of Wisdom and Self-control are only self-evident in 50

far as they are tautological : . : ‘ :

. nor can wo state any clenr, absolute, universally-admitted axioms
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. similarly with othor virtues: even the prohibition of Suicids, so far

as rntional, seems to rest ultimately on utilitarian grounds,
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The commnion moral maxims aro adequate for practical guidance,
but do not admit of being elevated into scientific'axioms, '
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If, however, we include the Moral S8entiments among these motives,
this latter view involves all the diffienlties and perplexities of the
former, yet it is paradoxical to omit these sentiments. . ,

But even if wo leave theso oub, we still find very litele agreement
as to Rank of Motives: and there is a special difficulty arising
from complexity of motive, Nor doss Common Sense scem fo
hold that a "“higher” motive—Dbelow the highest—is always to
be preferred to a * lower," . \

CHAPTER XIII

PHILOSOPHICAL INTUITIONISM

Tho Philosopher, as such, attempts to penetrate beneath the surfaco
of Common Sense to some deeper pringiplea:

but has too often presented to the world, as the result of his invesbi-
gation, tantologicn] propositions and vicious oivcles, . ‘

Still there are certain abatract moral principles of real importance,
intuitively known ; though they are not suflicient by themselves
to give complete practical gnidance. Thus' we can ¢xhibit & self-
evident eloment in the commonly recognised principles of
Prudence, Justico, and Benevalenge, . . . N

This is confirmed by a referenco to Clarke’s and Kant's systems: .

and also to Utilitarianiam : which needs for its basis a solf-evident
prinuiﬁﬂﬁ of Rational Bonovelence ; a8 is shown by a oriticism
of MiII's “ proof.,” ; . : ‘ :
Note , . : ; \ : ' .

CHAPTER XLV

ULTIMATE GOOD

The notion of Virtue, a8 commonly conceived, eannobt without a
logieal circlo bo identifiad with the notion of Ultimate Good:

. nov ia it in accordance with Common Sense to regard Subjective

Rightnoss of Will, or other slemants of Perfoction, as constituting
Ultimate Good. :

What is ultimately good or desirable must be Desirable Conseionsness,

7.6, oither simply Happiness, or certain objective relationa of the
Conscious Mind, . . . . ,

When theas alternatives ave fairly pregented, Common Sense scems
disposed to choose the former ; especially as we can now explain
ita instinetive disinclination o admit Pleasurs as ultimate end :
while the other alternative leavos us without a criterion for
dﬂtm*nllitling the comparative value pf different olements of
‘Good.” , ‘ : . .
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BOOK IV

UTILITARIANISM

CHAPTER I

THE MEANING OI' UTILITARIA!

1. The sthical theory called Utilitarianism, or Univors
ism, is to be carefully distingnished from Egoist
and also from any psychological theory as to tl
origin of the Moral Sentimnents, :

2. The notion of *Greatest Happiness’ has been determi
chap, 1. ; bat the extentand manner of its applicatic
further defined. Are we to includes all Sentient el
Total or Average Happiness that wo seek to make
Wo also require a supplomentary Prineiple for 1
Happiness : the prinoiple of Equality is prima fac:

CHAPTER II

THE FROOF OF UTILITARIANI

Common Henso demands a Proof of the firat Principle of
more clearly than in the case of Bgoism and Intuit
a proof, addressed to the Egniatfu Hedonist, was
in Book iii, chap. xiil. § 3: it exhibited the essonc
tavian Principto as a clear and certain moral Intuiti
aleo important to oxamine its relation to other rec

CHAPTER III

THE RELATION OF UTILITARIANISM TO TH
COMMON SENSE

1. Taking as onr basis Hume's exhibition of the Virtu

nalities of chiaracter, we can trace a somplex coing|

tilitarianism and Common Sense, It is not nee

it oven help the:argnment—to show this coin
perfect and exact. - : :

2. Weo may cbsorve, first, that Dispositions may often |
generally folicific) when the special acts that have
thom aro imfelicific. Again, the maxims of mar
found to contain an explicit or implicit reforence
ceivod as already determinate. FPassing over the
the move definite among scommon notions of Duty :
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8. we ohserve, firat, how the rules that preseribe the distribution of
kindness in accordance with normal promptings of Famil
Affectiona, Friendship, Gratitudo, and Pity have a firm TUtili-
tarian basis: and how Utilitarianism is naturally reforred to
for an axplanation of tho difficaltics that arize in attompting to
define theso rules; . : . .

4, A aimilar result is roached by an examination, singly and togathaer,
of the different elements into whicl we have nnalysed the common
notion of Justica: , :

B, and in the case of other virtues .

8, Purity has been thonght an exception: but o careful examination
of common opinions ag to the regulation of sexusl relations
exhibits a poounliarly complox and delicate correspondence
botween moral sentiments and socia] utilities, .

7. The hypothesis that the Moral Sense is ‘ unconseiously Utilitarian’
also acconunts for the astual differcneea in different codes of Dinty
and estimatea of Virtue, either in the same age and country, ov
when wo compare different ages and countries, Ifis not main-
tained that perception of rightness has always been consciously
derived from perception of wtility : a view which the evidenco of

hiatory fails to support. : ' , - \
On the Utilitarian view, the relation betwecn Eihica and Polities is
different for different parts of the logal code ' .

CHAPTER IV

THE METHOD OF UTILITARIANISM

1. Ought a Utilitarian, then, to aceept the Morality of Common Sense
provisionally as a body of Utilitarian doctrine’ Not quite ; for
even ascopting tho theosy that the Moral Sense is derived from
Sympathy, we can discern several cansos that must have operated
to produce a divergence between Common Sonse and a perfectly
Uti?itarinn code of movality, . . .

2. At the same time it seoms idle to try to comstruct snoh a code in
any other way than by taking Positive Morality as our basis, .

8. If Goneral Happinoss be the ultimate end, it is not reasonablo to
adopt ‘! social health ™ or *f efficioney’ as tho practically ultimate
oriterion of morality, : . ‘ .

CHAPTER V

THE METHOD OF UTILITARIANISM (condinued)

1. It is, then, a Utilitoriow's duty at onee to anpport generslly, and
to rectify in detail, the mornlity of Common Sense : and the
method of pure empivical Hedonism scems to be the only ono
thant he can at present use in the reasonings that finally
detormine the nature and extont of this rectification, . ‘

2. His innovations may bo oither negative and destructive, or positive
and aupplemontary, Thero are certain important goneral roasons
against an innovation of the former kind, which may, in an

given caso, easily outweigh the spocial argumonts in ita favour.
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XXXvi THE METHODS OF ETHICS

3, Generally, a Utilitarian in recommending, by example or precept
deviation from an esfablished rule of conduct, desires his int
vation to bo generally imifated. DBut in some cases he m
naither axpest nor desive such imitation; thongh eases of t
kind ara rare and difficult to determine, . .

4, There are no similar diflicylties in the way of modifying the Ide

of Moral Excellenco—as distinguished from the diatates of Mo
Duty—in order to render it more perfectly felicifie.

CONCLUDING CHAPTIER

THE MUTUAL RELATIONS OF THE THREE METHOI

i, Ttisnotdifficult to combine the Intuitional and Utilitarian method
into oms; bubt can we reconcile Hgokstic and Universalisti
Hedonism ? . . . .

2, In so fay as the lattey coincides with Common Bonse, we have sce
in Baok ii. chap. v. that no complefe veconeiliation is possible
on the basis of experience, . . . .

3. Nor does a fuller consideration of Sympathy, as a specially Utik
tarian sanction, lead ng to modify this conelusion ; inspite of th
importance that is undonbtadly to be attached to sympathetis
ploasures, ' '

4, The Religious Sunction, if we can show that it i3 actually attachec
to the Utilitarian Code, is of course adequate ; . :
B, but its existence cannot be demonstrated by sthical arginment:

nlone.  Siill, without this or some similar assmmption, a funda.
mental contradiotion in Eihics cannot be avoided,

L] L)
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