
Table of Contents 

. Preface v 

1. THEORETICAL UNDERPINNINGS 1 
the birth of a discipline - evolutionary perspectives -
the development of empiricism - early functionalism -
structural-functionalism - the marxist 'revolution' in 
anthropology - theory in the 1980s ~ methodology and 
fieldwork methods 

'2. KARGINALISED ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES IN THE WORLD SYSTEM 26 

; 3. 

~/ ) 

~ .. 
~\. 
~.'. 

( 

the land as 'subject of labour' - hunter-gatherers of 
desert and forest - pastoralism- the sea as 'subject 
of labour': fishing 

RELATIONS or PRODUCTION IN PEASANT 
AND COMMERCIAL AGRICULTURE- 47 
land as object of labour - land tenure and land rights 
- land sales and the commercialisation of agriculture - . 
land reform and resettlement - strategies for increasing 
agricultural production: irrigation, mechanisation -
labour requirements and household composition 

INDUSTRIALISATION AND PROLETARIANISATION 7S 
circulatory labour migration - enskilling labour -
employment and 'petty commodity product-ion' - social 
control in the workplace - moonlighting, 'parallel 
effiployment' and informal rewards - unionisation and 
the relationships between capital" labour and the st~te 
- th~ growth of worker consciousness? 

RELATIONS or APPROPRIATION IN SYSTEMS or EXCHANGE 98 
the division and exchange of labour - appropriation 
and investment - spheres of exchange and conv~rsion 
possibilities - convertibility and monet~sation -
gift exchange - trade, middlemen and markets -
re-appropriation and 'fiddle systems' 



.~, 

1 

"l 
6. ASCRIPTIVE SOCIAL RELATIONS 

cultural models and socialisation - age and age
grading - concepts of kinship - d~scent systems and 
complementary filiation - cognatic or bilateral desce 
- unilineal descent - corporateness - a 'lineage mode 
of pr;oduction'? - affinity and the circulation of" wome 
- marriage rules - marriage payments - affinity and t 
protection of property - the conoept of 'the family' 
- role ascription and unbalanced exchange 

7. VOLUNTARY SOCIAL RELATIONS 
transformational gender? -transformational ethnic,ity? 
- transformational recr.eation? - old and new forms of 
friendship - old and new relations of power -
mystification and transformation 

8. THE POLITICAL DIMENSION 
uncentralised, diffused and centralised power -
lineage segmentation as political organisation: , 
the Nuer - age-grades as political organisation: 
the Gikuyu - petty chiefship among the Shona - the 
abolition of monarchy: Rwanda - state formation -
state transformation - centre-periphery relations'in 
contemporary Africa - the politics of leadership 

9. ISSUES OF LAW AND SOCIAL CONTROL 
differing views of 'law' - the concept of social 
order - the resolution of conflict - dual systems of 
statutory and customary law - law and social change 

10. IDEOLOGY AND SOCIAL CONTROL 
ideel realities: fundamental ideological assumptions: 
hierarchy, gender - ideology and consciousness -
religious conceptualisation'as the projection of 
society ~ cosmological unity and societal balance -
cosmological di~fraction in changing worlds: new 
religions, religious adjustment, religious conversion 

11. IDEOLOGY AND THE STATE 
ideology as false consciousness? - the ideological 
construction of ethnicity and nationality - civil 
religion: the state use of religion - secular ideology: 
socialist state against religion - church against the 
state: religious redemption in Africa 

References 

Indices 

260 

270 




