xiv  Contents

12 Shinto 391

Characteristics 391

Concept of Kami 391
Gods, Nature, and Human Beings 392

Scriptures 393
Mythology 394
Shinto through the Ages 394

Early Shinto 394

Shinto, Confucianism, and Buddhism 397

Shinto and Christianity 400 - State Shinto 401
Women in Shinto Tradition 404

Shinto Groups 406

Shrine Shinto 406 - Sectarian Shinto 407
Folk (Popular) Shinto 412 -+ New Religions 413

Shinto Observances 414
Festivals 415

13 Amerindian Traditions 419

Traditional Characteristics 419
Origins 420
Mayans 422

Sources of Mayan Religion 422 - Mayan Beliefs 423
Mayan Practices 425

Aztecs 425

Sources of Aztec Religion 426 - Aztec Beliefs 426
Aztec Practices 428

Modern Amerindians 429

Amerindian Creation Myths 431
Amerindian Ceremonials 433 + Amerindian Values 435
Modern Trends 436



Contents  xv

14 Alternative Religions in the West 438

Global Awareness 438

New Religious Movements 439

Baha'i 440
The Bab (1819-1850) 441
Baha'u'llah (1817-1892) 442
Abdul Baha (1844-1921) 443
Shoghi Effendi (1896-1957) 444 - Baha'i Scriptures 444
Baha'i Teachings 445 - Baha'i Worship 447

Baha'i Obligations 449 - Spread of Baha'i Faith 450
Baha'i Festivals 450

Church of Scientology 451
Unification Church 453

Glossary 457
Bibliography 468
Index 505





