
Contents 

Acknowledgements 11 

Preface 13 

Part One 

~ Sociology as a Discipline 19 
Biology and culture 22 
The divisions of social science 28 
Sociology in society 35 
The assembling of information 38 
The construction of explanations 49 
Sociology and political action 59 

2 The Logic and Method of Sociological Inquiry 69 
Sources of data 72 
Existing material 74 
Data collected with an hypothesis in view 82 
The analysis of data 97 
The return to reality: models and case studies 109 

Part Two 

,3 The Family 115 
Biology and culture 117 
Sex, love and marriage 121 
Is the family a universal institution? 126 
The varying context of the family 128 
The functions of the family 134 
The functions of the family in industrial society 137 
An example: Tally's corner 143 
The 'decline' of the nuclear family 146 



4 Education 152 
Socialization 153 

."l 
.'. 

The growth of education 159 
The functions of education 171 
Education as a social system 180 
Education and social development 192 

S Work, Industry and Organizations 196 
Social consumption 198 
Social production 200 
Work in industrial society 203 
Pre-industrial and industrial societies 206 
Roles 211 
Organizations 219 
The structure of organizations 223 
Total institutions 229 
The classification of organizations 231 
External influences on organizational behaviour 235 

6 The Community in Modern Society 244 
The community as a unit 249 
• Contrast' conceptions and theories of social change 255 
The community in urban studies 261 
The eclipse of community? 265 
Community in the metropolis 272 

Part Three 

7 Social Stratification: Class, Status and Power 283 
Class 288 
Marx's theory of class 301 
Status 308 
Power 316 

8 The Problem of Order 337 
The problem of meaning 342 
Social control 355 
The unity of society 373 

6 Contents 



L SlU9lUO:> 

\ 

£I V XapU[ pa{qns 

II V XapU[ J01{1ny . 

£017 aU!pOa~ Ja1{IJn.!l 

£6£ sa;)uaJaJa~ ; 




