Contents

Preface

Introduction

II

1

v

Philosophy and History
1 Philosophy of History 2 History 3 Philosophers and
Historians on History

Knowledge of the Past

1 The Problems 2 Durect Observation, Memory,
Testimony 3 The ‘Existence’ of the Past 4 Referring
to a Point in Time 5 History and Prophecy

6 Past Actions 7 Truth and Probability

Objectivity

1 The Problems 2 Never the Whole Truth

3 Selection in History and Science 4 An Absolute
Basis for Selection? 5 The Limits of Objectivity

Explanation

1 Description, Interpretation, Explanation 2 Law
Explanations 3 Rational Explanations 4 Narrative as
Explanatory

X

39

69

95



V  Causation
1 Historians’ Causes 2 The Use of ‘Cause’
3 Particular Causal Connections ¢ The ‘True’
Cause 5 Levels of Causal Explanation
6 Necessity and Chance, Constraint and Free Will

VI Values
1 Introduction 2 History as Factual 3 Moral
Judgement in History 4 Progress

Works Cited in the Text

Index

140

188

219

225





