
ROBERT SERVICE 

SPIESAND 
COMMISSARS 

BOLSHEVIK RUSSIA AND THE WEST 

MACMILLAN 



CONTENTS 

List of Illustrations x-xi 

Maps xii 

Preface xv 

INTRODUCTION 1 

ONE: REVOLUTION 

1. TROUBLING JOURNEYS 11 

2. RUSSIA ON ITS KNEES 23 

3. THE ALLIED AGENDA 33 

4. CHEERING FOR THE SOVIETS 43 

5. REVOLUTION AND THE WORLD 51 

6. IN THE LIGHT OF THE FIRE 62 

7. DIPLOMATIC IMPASSE 72 

8. THE OTHER WEST 82 

TWO: SURVIVAL 

9. TALKS AT BREST-LlTOVSK 95 

10. BREATHING DANGEROUSLY 106 



11. REVOLTS AND MURDERS 118 

12. SUBVERTING THE ALLIES 128 

13. GERMANY ENTREATED 137 

14. SUBVERTING RUSSIA 146 

15. A VERY BRITISH PLOT 155 

16. THE GERMAN CAPITULATION 166 

THREE: PROBINGS 

17. REVOLVING THE RUSSIAN QUESTION 179 

18. THE PARIS PEACE CONFERENCE 190 

19. EUROPEAN REVOLUTION 200 

20. THE ALLIES AND THE WHITES 210 

21. WESTERN AGENTS 219 

22. COMMUNISM IN AMERICA 229 

23. SOVIET AGENTS 239 

24. THE ALLIED MILITARY WITHDRAWAL 248 

FOUR: STALEMATE 

25. BOLSHEVISM: FOR AND AGAINST 259 

26. LEFT ENTRANCE 268 

27. THE SPREADING OF COMINTERN 280 

28. TO POLAND AND BEYOND 289 

29. TRADE TALKS ABROAD 300 


