Aquinas’s Neoplatonism
in the Summa Theologiae
on God

Wayne J. Hankey

®

ST. AUGUSTINE’S PRESS
South Bend, Indiana



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Foreword

Preface

Chapter One: What is Neoplatonism?

What Does Aquinas Take from Neoplatonism?
Neoplatonism
Aquinas’s Neoplatonic Doctrines

Chapter Two: Aquinas’s History of Philosophy;
And Is Aquinas a Neoplatonist?
Aquinas as Student of the History
of Philosophy
From Doxography to History
Is Aquinas a Neoplatonist?

Chapter Three: Sacred Teaching: Preliminary
Considerations in the First Question of the
Summa Theologiae
Whether besides the Philosophical Disciplines
Another Teaching is Necessary
A Theologian in the “City
of Philosophers”
From the Divine Names of Dionysius to
the Summa Theologiae

Chapter Four: From Impassibility to Self-
Affectivity. The Trinitarian Metaphysics of
Esse in Thomas’s Summa Theologiae

22
22

32
46

51

51

57

66

71



The Moving Circles of Theology 71
The Scholarship and Thomas’s Method 81

Chapter Five:

The Metaphysics of Pure Being 88
The Structure 88
From Motion to Its End 92

1. What the quinque viae show 92
2. The circle described by the names of

the divine essence 94

From the Circle of the Essential Names to

the Divine Operations 98
1. How God is known by us, and how

God is named by us 100
2. The operations of the essence 102
3. Widening and strengthening

of internal difference 105

4. The determining principles in
respect to knowledge and will
in the First 107
5. The operations of the essence of
intellect and will together (ea gquae
respiciunt simul intellectum et

voluntatem) 109
From the Self-Reflexivity of Knowing and
Willing to Motionless Motion 111
1. God as other to himself 111
2. Motionless motion: reconciling Plato
and Aristotle 113

3. From motionless motion to the
self-affectivity of real relations,
persons, in God 114



4. Concerning God’s power and
happiness: three breaks, a summation,
and a transition 116

Chapter Six: From the Relations of Giving and
Receiving in the Divine Essence to the

Creature 118
The Trinitarian Processions of Ipsum Esse
Subsistens 118
Real Relation and Opposition
in the Essence 120
The Bond of the Ecstatic Spirit 122

Conclusion: Thomas’s Trinitarian
Metaphysics of Esse and His
Neoplatonism 128

Bibliography 132




