
The Visual 
{Un)Conscious and 
Its {Dis)Contents 
A microtemporal 
approach 

Bruno G. Breitmeyer 

OXFORD 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 



Contents 

1 Introduction 1 

2 Conceptual and methodological issues 15 

3 Microtemporal analyses of object perception 37 

4 Contours and surfaces: Why visual consciousness 

is "superficial" 61 

5 Functional hierarchy of unconscious object processing 89 

6 The dorsal pathway's contributions to perception and 

top-down influences on processing in the ventral pathway 103 

7 Visual consciousness of things past 121 

8 Consciousness and attention: Partners but not equals 135 

9 Some psycho-philosophic assessments 151 

Epilogue: Reflections on consciousness and realism 167 

References 173 

Author index 219 

Subject index 223 




