
Reasons Why 

Bradford Skow 

OXFORD 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 



Contents 

Acknowledgments ix 

1. A Few Opening Remarks 

2. From Explanations to Why-Questions 5 
2.1. Against Explanation 5 
2.2. More Red Herring 19 

3. Reasons Why Are Causes or Grounds 23 
3.1. From Why-Questions to Reasons Why 23 
3.2. A Simple(ish) Theory 27 
3.3. Partial and Complete Answers 39 
3.4. Preliminary Objections 52 

4. Levels of Reasons Why 65 
4.1. Equilibrium Explanations and a Puzzle 65 
4.2. Higher and Lower Levels of Reasons Why 74 
4.3. The History of a Mistake 82 
4.4. Return to Equilibrium Explanations 99 
Appendix A: More on Manipulationism 100 
Appendix B: A Fully General Theory of Reasons Why? 108 
Appendix C: Levels of Reasons and Grounding Necessitarianism 110 

5. Applications 112 
5.1. Distinctively Mathematical Explanations 112 
5.2. Third-Level Reasons 122 
5.3. Presupposition, Necessity, Coincidence 128 
5.4. A Few More Examples 134 

6. Teleology and Reasons for Action 141 
6.1. Teleology 141 
6.2. Reasons for Action 159 
Appendix D: "Reason why ... " is Ambiguous 174 

7. Conclusion 178 

References 183 
Index 191 




