
Ondřej Beran 

Living with Rules 

Wittgensteinian Reflections on Normativity 

"PETER LANG 
Ii:IEDITION 



Contents 

Acknowledgements ............................................................................................... 7 

1. Introduction: The World ofRules .............................................................. 9 

2. Rules and the Particularity of Agents .................................................... 1 5 

2.1 The Sellarsian-Brandomian Framework ..................................................... 16 

2.2 Some Criticisms and Alternatives ................................................................ 24 

2.3 The "Thrownness" ofNormativity ............................................................... 30 

2.4 Normative Expectations Blending with "Biology" ................................... .39 

2.5 A Messy Complexity: Gendered Languages and Rape Trials .................. .45 

2.6 Another Messy Complexity: Body-Bias and Embodied Skills ................. 50 

In conclusion .......................................................................................................... 57 

3. The Orientation Turn .................................................................................... 59 

3.1 Attitudes Recognising Souls ......................................................................... 60 

3.2 Miss Marple: the Art of Moral Detection .................................................. 64 

3.3 Situation is Included ...................................................................................... 77 

3.4 Examples in the Wittgensteinian Ethics ...................................................... 81 

3.5 Appreciating a Rule ........................................................................................ 87 

In Conclusion ......................................................................................................... 92 

4. Rules and Persons in Morally-Loaded Situations ............................ 95 

4.1 The Collision of Rules and Their Specmcation .......................................... 96 

4.2 Considerate Acts and Lives ........................................................................ 108 

4.3 The Rules of "Being Nice" and Their Point .............................................. 115 

5 



4.4 The "Engineer Solutions" to the Trolley Problem ................................... 119 

4.5 Treating a Dilemma ..................................................................................... 124 

4.6 Rules Personalised and Involving Those Who Matter ........................... 128 

4.7 The Personal Source of the Normative ..................................................... 134 

ln Conclusion ...................................................................................................... 139 

5. Excursus: Addiction, a Normative Disorder .................................... 143 

5.1 Tne Many Theories of Addiction .............................................................. 144 

5.2 The Equivocation of Addiction ................................................................. 154 

5.3 The Equivocation ofWeak Will and Akrasia ........................................... 157 

5.4 The Way of Life and Ways Out of n .......................................................... 162 

5.5 Addiction arid Flourishing ......................................................................... 171 

5.6 Addiction and Normativity ....................................................................... 177 

ln conclusion ....................................................................................................... 182 

6. Beyond Perspective, Towards a Story .................................................. 185 

6.1 Individuals and "Human Types" ............................................................... 186 

6.2 Problems with Perspective ......................................................................... 190 

6.3 Reasons and Stories .................................................................................... 193 

6.4 What Stories Talk about ............................................................................. 196 

6.5 Responding to Persons ............................................................................... 200 

6.6 Impersonality of Rules and Conveying What Matters ........................... 205 

ln Conclusion ...................................................................................................... 213 

7. Conclusion: The Difficult Blessing ofBeing 
a Normative Creature ................................................................................ 215 

References ............................................................................................................. 223 

6 




