
Contents 

Preface 

I. Kinds of Agreement and Disagreement 
1. Analysis: Its Scope and Purpose 
2. Disagreement in Belief and in Attitude • 
3. Current Views. 
4. The Dual Nature of the Issues of Ethics 

II. Working Models 
1. Parallels between Ethical Judgments and Imperatives" 
2. The Factors Which Make Ethics Open to Reasoning and 

Inquiry 
3. Linguistic Flexibility 
4. Summary 

III. Some Pragmatic Aspects of Meaning 
1. The Relevance of a Study of Language 
2. Examples Illustrating Emotive Meaning 
3. The Difficulty of Clarifying a Pragmatic Sense of 

Meaning 
4. Dispositional Properties 
5. Meaning Conceived as a Dispositional Property of Words 
6. The Differentiae of Emotive Meaning 
7. Descriptive Meaning; Linguistic Rules 
8. Interrelationships of Meaning; Metaphor 
9. Other Kinds of Meaning; Dependent and Independent 

Emotive Meaning 
10. Summary 

IV. First Pattern of Analysis 
1. Emotive Aspects of "Good" 
2. Linguistic Flexibility and Dependent Emotive Meaning 
3. The Distinguishing Feature of the First Pattern-That 

of Severely Restricting the Descriptive Meaning of 
Ethical Terms 

4. Some Conspicuous Ambiguities 
5. Possible Misunderstandings 
6. Naturalism and Nonnaturalism 

V. First Pattern: Method 
1. Supporting Reasons 
2. Examples Illustrating the Modus Operandi of These 

Reasons 
3. Parallels between Personal and Interpersonal Decisions 
4. The Degree to Which Ethical Methods Can Approach 

Finality. 

vii 

1 

20 

37 

81 

111 



x ETHICS AND LANGUAGE 

VI. Persuasion 139 
1. Nonrational Methods 
2. Examples; Elements of Rationality That Usually At

tend Persuasion 
3. Self-Persuasion 

VII. Validity 152 
1. Validity in Ethics as Compared with Validity in Induc-

tive and Deductive Logic 
2. Evaluation of Methods 
3. The Degree to Which Such Evaluation Is Implicit in 

Analysis Itself 
4. Technical Elaborations 
5. A Variant Sense of "True," and Its Bearing on the 

Problem 

VIII. Intrinsic and Extrinsic Value 
1. The Question: Can Ends Be Established Independently 

of Means? 
2. Basic Conceptions; Current Assumptions 
3. Types of Agreement in Attitude; Agreement on Means 

without Agreement on Ends 
4. Compound and Complex Agreement; Reinforcement 
5. The Methodological Indispensability of Means 
6. The Growth of Means into Ends 
7. Consequences for Normative Ethics; Ends and Focal 

Aims 
8. Summary 

174 

IX. Second Pattern of Ana,lysis; Persuasive Definitions 206 
1. The Distinguishing Feature of the Second Pattern

That of Recognizing Rich and Varied Descriptive 
Meanings for the Ethical Terms, in Addition to Emo
tive Meaning 

2. Definitions Which Plead a Cause 
3. The Role of These Definitions in Ethics 
4. Implicit Use of Them in Plato 

X. Second Pattern: Method 
1. The Practical Equivalence of the Patterns 
2. Detailed Exemplification of Methods 
3. Further Parallels 

XI. Moralists and Propagandists 
1. Exhortation for and against Exhortation 
2. "Propaganda" as a Neutral, Scientific Term 
3. "Propaganda" Persuasively Defined 
4. Summary 

XII. Some Related Theories 
1. Central Aspects of John Dewey's Analysis. 
2. Ayer, Russell, Carnap, and Some Others 
3. Perry on the Inclusiveness of Interests 

227 

243 

253 



CONTENTS xl 

4. Moore and Indefinability • 
5. Hume , 

XIII. Further Observations on the Function of Definitions 277 
1. Persuasive Quasi-Definitions 
2. Detached Definitions and Their Effect on Interests in 

Knowledge 
8. Re-emphatic Definitions 
4. Legal Definitions 

XIV. Avoidability; Indeterminism 
1. The Independence of Avoidability and Indeterminism 
2. Avoidability Essential If Judgments Are to Guide Sub-

sequent Conduct 
3. Parallel Issues in the Theory of Punishment 
4. Other Prerequisites for Judging 
5. The Ethical Irrelevance of Indeterminism 

XV. Practical Implications 
1. A Normative Approach to Methodology 
2. Typical Misconceptions of the Moral Implications of 

Science 
8. Suggestions about the Proper Use of Science 
4. Justifiable Uses of Persuasion 
5. Conclusion 

Index 

298 

319 

337 

, 


