
Contents 
PART ONE 

The Roots of Speculative Philosophy 

1. The Question . 3 
2. The Search for Generality and the Pseudo Explana-

tion 5 
3. The Search for Certainty and the Rationalistic 

Conception of Knowledge . 27 
4. The Search for Moral Directives and the Ethico-

Cognitive Parallelism 50 

5. The Empiricist Approach: Success and Failure. 74 
6. The Twofold Nature of Classical Physics: Its Em-

pirical and Its Rational Aspect 95 

PART Two 
The Results of Scientific Philosophy 

7. The Origin of the New Philosophy . 
8. The Nature of Geometry 
9. What Is Time? . 

10. The Laws of Nature. 
11. Are There Atoms? 

117 
125 
144 
157 
166 

12. Evolution 191 
13. Modern Logic . 215 
14. Predictive Knowledge 229 

15. Interlude: Hamlet's Soliloquy 250 

16. The Functional Conception of Knowledge. 2,52 

17. The Nature of Ethics. 276 
18. The Old and the New Philosophy: A Comparison 303 

Index . 327 

v 


