
Contents 

Acknowledgments p.vii 
Abbreviations p.viii 
Introduction I 

I. Burne's Beginnings 9 
Hume and Newton II 
Malebranche and The French Connection 19 
Hume and Cicero 29 

Summary 41 

2. Scepticism in Religion 44 
Testimony and Analogy 

a) Hume's Predecessors 45 
Summary 55 

Testimoqy and Analogy 
b) Hume 56 

Summary 74 
Hume on the Origins and Development of Religion 76 

Summary 90 

3· Scepticism in Criticism 93 
The French Connection again: Dubos 93 

Summary 105 
'Of the Standard of Taste' 106 
Beauty and Judgments of Beauty 123 

Summary 133 

4· Medium and Message 136 
Hume on Language 136 

Summary 147 

5· Burne's Ends 149 
Nature and Moderation 149 
Knowledge and Scepticism 161 

Summary 173 
Parallels with the Later Work ofWittgenstein 176 

Summary 185 

Notes 189 
Bibliography 2II 
Index 219 




