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V. Obligations and Reciprocities

AIDS and the Future of
Reproductive Freedom 179

RONALD BAYER

The specter of pediatric AIDS fundamentally challenges elements of
the liberal ideological basis of women'’s teproductive freedom. Many
public health officials hold that preventing transmission of HIV
from mother to fetus requires efforts to discourage pregnancy by
infected women. For over two decades, however, genetic counselors,
feminists, and medical ethicists have stressed the importance of
nondirective counseling in the context of reproductive choice. The
question now confronted by American society is whether it will be
possible to frame an ideology of reproductive choice that recognizes
the limits of liberal individualism, while preserving the basic fea-
tures of reproductive freedom.

The Poisoned Gift: AIDS and Blood 205
THOMAS H. MURRAY

The moral and communal ends served by a system of gifts of blood
have been threatened by the fear of AIDS transmission. Blood
banks and those at risk for HIV infection have made changes in
their practices to reduce the risk to recipients, and physicians and
patients now understand better that blood catries risks and should
never be used unless necessaty. The deeper importance of gifts of
blood, nevertheless, has not significantly changed; millions still
need blood each yeat, and millions are personally willing to meet
that need. Embodied in the system of blood gifts is an affirmation
?f the value of community with the strangers among whom we
ive.



VI. Providers of Services

The Culture of Caring: AIDS and the
Nursing Profession | _ 226

RENEE C. Fox, LINDA H. AIKEN, and
CARLA M. MESSIKOMER

Caring for persons with AIDS calls upon a range of physical, psy-
chological, social, and spiritual interventions that, in the absence of
a cure, can make a palpable difference for patients. The “culture of
caring” that nurses bring to bear on the epidemic is shaped by
their education and socialization, and by shared background charac-
teristics. The nursing profession has been among the leaders in or-
ganizing AIDS care; such care entails stress for individuals at a
time when the profession and the health care system are facing a
generalized crisis, but nurses have testified to the redeeming signifi-
cance they find in performing their work. It remains to be seen
whether the contribution nurses and their ethos of caring have
made will endure to influence the relative status of this profession.

AIDS and Its Impact on Medical Work:
The Culture and Politics of the
Shop Floor 257

CHARLES L. Bosk and
JOEL E. FRADER

AIDS, together with other institutional factots, is changing the
“shop-floor” culture of house officers and students in urban, aca-
demic medical centers. These medical workers complained of
powetlessness and exploitation prior to the epidemic, but they felt
pride in scoring clinical coups and chagrin in their clinical defeats,
characteristic of an adolescent sense of invulnerability. The HIV
epidemic, dovetailing with the intensely competitive economic en-
vironment in medical settings, subjects house officers to increasingly
demanding schedules, heightens their sense of powerlessness, and
limits their sense of professional achievement. Fear of contagion,
moreovef, is erasing their perception of invulnerability.



AIDS and Volunteer Associations:
Perspectives on Social and
Individual Change 280

SUZANNE C. OUELLETTE KOBASA

In dealing with AIDS, American volunteer associations exemplify
Tocqueville’s classic analysis of their function: the call for govern-
ment to address social needs, monitor government shortcomings,
and serve those needs beyond the government’s compass. Individual
volunteers’ expetience in the epidemic have often empowered them
to pursue further goals, rather than succumb to "burnout.” AIDS
ofganizations face many challenges, especially in tending to newly
affected groups and in pressuting official bodies. They are meeting
these challenges by recruiting female and minority group volun-
teers, and by devising effective tactics in confronting government
and corporate groups.

VII. Cultural Images

The Implicated and the Immune:
Cultural Responses to AIDS 295

RICHARD GOLDSTEIN

Unlike previous epidemics in American history, AIDS has spawned
a host of creative works in the arts and mass media. Representa-
tions in the fine arts have emphasized petspectives of the insider ot
the “implicated,” i.e., people with AIDS, while commercial pro-
grams and performers in popular culture have adopted the vantage
point of the “immune,” viewing AIDS as emblematic of a stigma-
tized “other.” These cultural responses embody tensions between
contemporaty and traditional approaches to social life. Some televi-
sion and commercial films are beginning to portray AIDS from the
“implicated” perspective, however; this tentative change suggests
that the epidemic is becoming mote broadly experienced in the
United States.
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I. Introduction 1

DOROTHY NELKIN, DAVID P. WILLIS, and
SCOTT V. PARRIS

II. Dimensions of Cultural and
Social Change

The Social Impact of AIDS in
Sub-Saharan Africa 10

ETIENNE VAN DE WALLE

The potential expansion of the HIV epidemic and its cultural im-
pact 1n sub-Saharan Aftica are vast. Projections under conservative
assumptions suggest that the toll of AIDS will reach five million
annual deaths by 2010, although the net African population will
continue to increase significantly. Cultural practices, including large
differences in age between men and women at marriage and a long
period of postpartum abstinence, have conttibuted to the frequency
of extramarital relations and eased the spread of sexually trans-
mitted diseases. In response to the spread of AIDS, social adapta-
tions will include profound changes in sexual behavior, marriage
customs, and childbearing.




III. Social Relationships and Behaviors

AIDS and Changing Concepts of Family
CAROL LEVINE

The family in contemporary America may be defined as a group of
individuals who by birth, adoption, marriage, or declared commit-
ment share deep personal connections and are mutually entitled to
receive, and obligated to provide, support of various kinds. As
more people live in nontraditional arrangements, the gap between
their needs and interests and official designations of family widens;
AIDS has accelerated this change, affecting legal definitions, medi-
cal decisions, and questions of housing and child custody. While
existing families adjust to the exigencies of AIDS, changing laws
and customs may also affect the formation of new families. The
epidemic threatens the intimacy and acceptance that ideally bind
family ties, while at the same time reinforcing their necessity.

Coming of Age in the Era of AIDS:
Puberty, Sexuality, and Contraception

JEANNE BROOKS-GUNN and
FRANK F. FURSTENBERG, JR.

The existing discrepancies between adolescent and societal construc-
tions of teenage sexuality in America are further exacerbated by
AIDS. Male and female teenagers receive different and often con-
flicting messages about sexuality from divetse sources; their parents’
lack of frankness about sexual intercourse contrasts sharply with che
media’s emphasis on sex and with highly rationalistic discussions
about sexuality in schools, complicating adolescents’ decisions about
entering and continuing sexual relationships. Survey research indi-
cates that not all teenagers engaging in sexual intercourse reduce
risks of HIV infection as much as they might. While AIDS has
prompted many teenagers to change their sexual behavior, serious
questions remain about adolescents’ conceptions of the dangers of
unprotected sex.
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AIDS and the Social Relations of
Intravenous Drug Users

SAMUEL R. FRIEDMAN, DON C. DES JARLAIS, and
CLAIRE E. STERK

Gauging the impact of AIDS on intravenous drug usets requires
analysis of the cultural, political, and racial contexts of American
society in which drug use is embedded. Considerable variation in
behavior among drug injectors and noninjectors in different cities
over time further complicates an understanding of the dynamics of
drug use. AIDS has prompted many IV drug users to change their
behavior, though not all users have reduced the risks of trans-
mitting HIV infection. While expanded harm-reduction strategies
and drug abuse treatment systems may help limit the epidemic’s
spread, weak federal support, constrained hospital resources, and
racial stigma inhibit more direct action needed to stem the negative
social and personal consequences of drug use.

IV. Rights of Access and Protection

New Rules for New Drugs: The
Challenge of AIDS to the
Regulatory Process

HAROLD EDGAR and DAVID J. ROTHMAN

AIDS is systematically changing attitudes and practices regarding
the regulation and use of drugs. The complex framework and rigor-
ous research protocols developed by the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration prior to the 1980s to minimize risk to subjects is shifting in
the epidemic’s wake to maximize innovation. The FDA has
adopted new procedures hastening access to investigational drugs
and easing drug importation for personal use, which, in effect,
transfers decisions about the benefits and risks of drugs from the
agency’s staff to patients and their physicians. While the FDA’s tilt
toward embracing consumer rights may continue in the near future,
disappointing results could prompt the agency to reassert its
authority in controlling drug policy more restrictively.
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AIDS and the Rights of the Individual:
Toward a More Sophisticated
Understanding of Discrimination

THOMAS B. STODDARD and WALTER RIEMAN

AIDS is the first public health crisis in America to arise after the
mid-centuty civil rights revolution. Reflecting the values of the civil
rights movement, public health experts have drawn attention to the
dangers of discrimination against individuals who are sick or at risk,
and generally have expressed a preference for voluntary over com-
pulsory measures to limit the spread of the illness. Rematkably,
government officials—judges, legislators, and administrators — have
largely acceded to the views of these experts. This perspective indi-
cates a more sophisticated understanding of disctimination issues
throughout society; experience with AIDS may itself help to trans-
form and refine ideas about individual rights, especially the con-
stitutional conception of “equal protection under the law.”
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