
PART ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

CHAPTER 1. HISTORICAL ORIENTATIONS 
PAGE 

INTRODUCTION • 

1. PREMUNITIO. 3 

2. THE PROPER STARTING POINT OF PHILOSOPHY 8 

(A) THE WORLD AND ITS ESCAPE. 8 
(B) HISTORICAL BEGINNINGS 9 
(C) THE INADEQUACY OF EPISTEMOLOGY. 11 
(D) THE INEVITABILITY OF ONTOLOGY. 14 

3. SCEPTICISM AND DOGMATISM. 17 

(A) THE FALLACY OF ABSOLUTE SCEPTICISM. 17 
(i) Objective Scepticism • 17 

(ii) Subjective Scepticism . 18 
(iii) Limited Scepticism . 27 

(B) THE FALLACY OF ABSOLUTE DOGMATISM. 29 
(i) Objective Dogmatism . 29 

(ii) Subjective Dogmatism . 31 
(iii) Limited Dogmatism 32 

(C) THE STANDPOINT OF RESOLUTION. 33 
(i) The Outcome of Limited Scepticism and Dogmatism. 33 

(ii) The Beginning Here-Now. 35 

4. FROM IDEALISM AND NOMINALISM TO REALISM 38 

(A) THE THREE PHILOSOPHIES. 39 
(i) Greek Origins . 39 

(ii) The Hypothesis of Possible Philosophies 42 
(iii) Early Adventures . 45 

(B) THE TEMPORARY TRIUMPH OF NOMINALISM. 49 
(C) THE REVIVAL OF REALISM. 58 
(D) ARGUMENTS AGAINST IDEALISM. 66 
(E) THE ARGUMENTS AGAINST NOMINALISM. 69 

(i) Arguments against Nominalism in General. 70 
(ii) Arguments against Materialism 73 

(iii) Arguments against Solipsism . 75 
(F) PROCATALEPSIS ON REALISM • 78 

(i) The Objections of Parmenides 78 
(ii) The Objections of Aristotle 81 

(iii) Other Objections 84 

ix 



x CONTENTS 

5. INTRODUCTION TO REALISM . 

1. 

~. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

(A) CONCLUSIONS FROM THE FOREGOlNG 
(B) FIRST EVIDENCE FOR REALISM. 

CHAPTER II. ABSTRACT CONSIDERATIONS 

A DEFENSE OF ONTOLOGY . 

(A) ONTOLOGY AS DOGMATIC . 

(B) ONTOLOGY AS ABSOLUTISTIC 
(C) ONTOLOGY AS UN DEMONSTRABLE 
(D) ONTOLOGY AS DISPENSABLE 
(E) ONTOLOGY AS NON-EMPIRICAL 

(F) ONTOLOGY AS OPPOSED TO COMMON SENSE. 
(G) ONTOLOGY AS INAPPLICABLE 
(H) AFFIRMATIVE CONCLUSIONS 

ONTOLOGY AND SCIENCE . 

ONTOLOGY AS THE WIDEST FINITE SYSTEM. 

(A) THE MEANING OF THE WIDEST SYSTEM . 
(B) THE LOGICAL NATURE OF ONTOLOGICAL SYSTEMS. 
(C) THE NATURE OF THE PROBLEM 

(i) The Problem of Aim . 
(ii) The Problem of Method 

(D) THE COORDINATES OF SYSTEMATIC PROOF 
(i) Consistency . 

(ii) Completeness 

ONTOLOGY AS ~ POSTULATE-SET. 

(A) CONDITIONS fOR THE POSTULATE-SET. 
(B) ONTOLOGY ~S HYPOTHESIS. 
(C) INTRODUCTION TO THE AR-SYSTEM 

THE ONTOLOGICAL LANGUAGE 

(A) THE CHOlCE OF A LANGUAGE. 
(B) THE ONTOLOGICAL VOCABULARY 

PHENOMENOLOGICAL BEGINNINGS 

(A) THE F AJLIJRE OF A PRE-ONTOLOGICAL PHENOMENOLOGY. 
(B) THE Pf/ji;NOMENOLOGICAL CATEGORIES 

(i) Qualities. 
(ii) Relations 

(iii) Occasions 
(iv) Evidence for the Universes. 

PAGE 

87 
87 
91 

95 
96 
98 

101 
104 
105 
109 
111 
113 

116 

120 
120 
123 
125 
125 
127 
130 
131 
131 

132 
133 
136 
140 

142 
142 
149 

152 
152 
155 
157 
158 
159 
161 



CONTENTS Xl 

PAGE 

7. ONTOLOGICAL POSITIVISM . 162 

(A) WHY ONTOLOGICAL POSITIVISM 163 
(B) THE REVISED POSTULATE-SET. 165 
(C) FINITE ONTOLOGY . 167 
(D) THE POSTULATES REINTERPRETED. 169 

8. THE CHIEF OBLIGATIONS 173 

9. THE PLAN OF THIS WORK 184 

PART TWO 

THE SYSTEM OF ONTOLOGY 

CHAPTER III. THE UNIVERSE OF ESSENCE 

1. PREAMBLE. 189 

2. PRE-LOGICAL ONTOLOGY 190 

(A) THE PRIMAL POSTULATE 190 
(i) First Primitive Antinomy. 190 

(ii) Second Primitive Antinomy 193 
(iii) Immediate Implications of the Primal Postulate. 194 

(B) THE ONTOLOGICAL FAULT. 196 
(C) THE LOGICAL POSTULATES. 198 

(i) Of Inclusion 199 
(ii) Of Non-Contradiction. 200 

(iii) Of Excluded Middle 200 

(D) THE LOGICAL THEOREMS. 203 

(E) THE AXIAL POSTULATES 206 
(i) Of Continuity 207 

(ii) Of Plenitude 207 
(iii) Of Gradation 208 

(F) THE AXIAL THEOREMS. 209 

3. THE PRIMARY CATEGORIES. 212 
(A) ESSENCE . 212 
(B) EXISTENCE 215 
(C) DESTINY. 215 
(D) REALITY AND THE RELATIONS OF THE THREE UNIVERSES. 216 



Xll CONTENTS 

4. THE NATURE OF POSSIBILITY. 

(A) THE EXCLUSlON OF NON·BEING 

(B) THE AXlOLOGIC SYSTEM 
(i) The Postulate of Closure for Essences. 

(ii) Distinctions and Differences . 

(C) VALUES AND UNIVERSALS (P·True Objects) . 
(i) Values 

(ii) Universals 

(D) LIMITATIONS ON ESSENCES. 
(i) Selected Tautological Strictures 

(ii) Introduction to the Graded Series 

5. THE GRADED SERIES OF BEING. 

(A) THE THEORETICAL SYSTEMS 
(i) The Ontological Domain. 

(ii) The Logical Domain . 
(iii) The Mathematical Domain 
(iv) Properties and Relations of the Theoretical Systems. 

(B) EMPIRICAL SYSTEMS. 

(i) The Cultural Domain. 
(ii) The Psychological Domain 

(iii) The Biological Domain 
(iv) The Chemical Domain 
(v) The Physical Domain . 

(vi) Properties and Relations of the Empirical Systems. 

(C) PROPERTIES AND RELATIONS OF THE GRADED SERIES. 

6. THE SECONDARY CATEGORIES. 

(A) SPACE-TIME. 
(i) Space. 

(ii) Time. 
(B) MATTER-ENERGY 

(i) Matter 
(ii) Energy 

7. THE PRINCIPLE OF ACTUALITY 

(A) CONTINGENT ESSENCE . 

(B) ESSENCES-AS-SUCH: VALUE. 

(C) ESSENCES-AS-SUCH: LOGIC 

CHAPTER IV. THE UNIVERSE OF EXISTENCE 

1. THE NATURE OF EXISTENCE (A-True Objects) . 

(A) PROPERTIES OF EXISTENCE 
(i) Privation. 

(ii) Discontinuity 
(iii) Inequality 

PAGE 

219 
219 
221 
221 
223 
227 
227 
232 
237 
238 
241 

245 
245 
246 
247 
248 
249 
250 
253 
255 
257 
260 
261 
263 
267 

271 
273 
274 
275 
276 
276 
277 

278 
279 
280 
280 

282 
282 
286 
287 
287 



CONTENTS XIU 

PAGE 

(B) THE PROPERTIES OF AN ACTUAL INDIVIDUAL. 291 
(i) The Individual as Entity: Thing. 292 

(ii) The Individual as Process: Event 298 
(C) THE CONDITIONS OF EXISTENCE 301 

(i) Chance 301 
(ii) Cause. 304 

(iii) The Mixture of Chance and Cause. 306 

2. EXISTENCE AS A LOCUS OF STRUCTURES. 308 
(A) EQUILIBRIUM 309 

(i) Structures as Wholes and Parts. 309 
(ii) Relations between Parts 311 

(iii) The Rules of Equilibrium. 313 
(iv) Types of Structure. 314 
(v) Forces between Parts. 316 

(B) DISEQUILIBRIUM . 317 
(i) Types of Stimuli 317 

(ii) Availability for Response. 319 
(iii) Passive Response: Effects. 321 
(iv) Active Response: Reactions 322 
(v) The Rules of Interaction. 325 

(C) PHYSICAL ISOMORPHISM 327 
(i) The Physical Analogy. . . . . . . . 327 

(ii) The Example of a Vertical Isomorphic Analogy 329 

3. THE GRADED SERIES OF INTEGRATIVE LEVELS. 332 
(A) THE SPECIAL FEATURES OF ACTUAL FIELDS. 332 
(B) EMPIRICAL LEVELS . 337 

(i) The Physical 337 
(ii) The Chemical 340 

(iii) The Biological 342 
(iv) The Psychological 345 
(v) The Cultural 347 

(C) THEORETICAL LEVELS . 349 
(i) The Mathematical . 349 

(ii) The Logical 350 
(iii) The Ontological 352 

(D) THE PRINCIPLES OF FIELD RELATIONS. 353 
(i) Properties of Field Relations. 353 

(ii) Laws of Interaction. 354 
(iii) Rules of Explanation. 354 
(iv) The Theory of Reverberations 356 

4. ELEMENTS OF EXISTENCE 359 
(A) THE PHENOMENON OF P AROUSIA. 359 
(B) PARTICIPATORS IN ESSENCE. 363 

(i) Values 363 
(ii) Universals 366 

(iii) Propositions 369 
(iv) Concepts 370 



xiv CONTENTS 

5. 

6. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

PAGE 

(C) DISVALUES AND DISJUNCTIONS. 871 
(i) Evil 872 

(ii) Ugliness. 373 
(iii) Unholiness 374 
(iv) Contradiction and Error. 374 
(v) Conflict • 375 

THE FUNCTIONS OF EXISTENCE 876 
(A) ELEMENTS OF THE FLUX . 876 

(i) The Mixture of Space and Time. 876 
(ii) Change 378 

(iii) The Career Categories. 379 
(iv) Diversity and Novelty. 381 

(B) THE HISTORICAL SEQUENCE 382 
(i) The Time Reference 382 
(ii) Disturbance-and-Return 885 

(iii) The Dialectic Scalar 886 
(C) THE PSYCHOLOGICAL SEQUENCE 889 

THE PRINCIPLE OF POSSIBILITY 391 
(A) POSSIBILITY AND TYPE RESPONSIBILITY 391 
(B) FUNDAMENTAL THEORY OF WAVES. 895 

CHAPTER V. THE SUBORDINATE UNIVERSE OF 
DESTINY 

THE NATURE OF DESTINY . S97 
(A) THE MEANING OF DESTINY. 397 

(i) The Definition of Destiny. 397 
(ii) The Ontological Principle. 400 

(B) DESTINY AS THE THIRD UNIVERSE. 401 

THE ELEMENTS OF EVENTUALITY (D-True Objects) . 403 
(A) FUNCTIONS 403 
(B) GENERALITY . 405 
(C) POTENTIALITY 407 

THE DIALECTIC VECTOR. 408 
(A) THE TELOS OF VIBRATORY SYSTEMS 408 
(B) THE LoGIC OF EVENTS. 410 

(i) The Illustration of History 411 
(ii) The Ideal Limits 415 



CONTENTS xv 
PAGE 

4. THE FRAMES OF DESTINY 416 
(A) THE LIFE,CYCLE 417 

(i) Moira 417 
(ii) Success 417 

(iii) Hubris 418 
(iv) Nemesis 419 
(v) Ruin. 420 

(B) ULTIMATE FRAMES 420 
(i) Moira 420 

(ii) Dike. 421 
(iii) Soteria 422 

5. THE POSTULATES OF ACTUAL DIRECTION 422 
(A) EMPIRICAL LEVELS IN GENERAL 4211 
(B) HISTORY AND THE HISTORICAL ORDER. 424 

(i) Animism. 425 
(ii) Materialism . 425 

(iii) Spiritualism . 426 
(iv) Scientism 426 

(C) PSYCHOLOGY AND THE PSYCHOLOGICAL ORDER 427 
(i) The World of the Subject. 427 

(ii) The Subject in History . 429 

6. THE SCIENCES 4111 
(A) POSTULATES . 4111 
(B) METHOD. 4114 

(i) The Discovery of Hypotheses. 434 
(ii) The Test by Corrrespondence 435 

(iii) The Test by Coherence 438 
(iv) The Test by Prediction and Application. 4119 
(v) Science as Destiny 440 

(C) THE STRICT SCIENCES 444 
(i) Physics 444 

(ii) Chemistry 446 
(iii) Biology 447 
(iv) Psychology 448 
(v) Culture 449 

(vi) Mathematics. 450 
(vii) Logic . 451 

(viii) Ontology. 451 
(D) THE PRACTICAL SCIENCES 452 

7. THE ARTS. 453 
(A) POSTULATES . 454 
(B) METHOD. 458 

(i) Art as Destiny 461 
(C) THE STRICT ARTS 463 

(i) Sculpture 467 
(ii) Music 472 

(iii) The Dance. 476 



XVI CONTENTS 

(iv) Painting. 
(v) Architecture. 
(vi) Poetry 

(vii) Drama 
(D) THE PRACTICAL ARTS 

8. EPISTROPHE • 

(A) THE HIGHER DESTINY. 
(i) General Ethics . 

(ii) Individual Human Ethics. 
(iii) Cultural Ethics . 

(B) THE HIGHEST DESTINY. 
(i) Theology 

(ii) Religion. 
(C) COSMOLOGY . 

(i) Cosmogony 
(ii) Teleology 

PART THREE 

DEMONSTRATIONS AND APPLICATIONS 

PAGE 
477 
480 
484 
486 
492 

49~ 

494 
495 
498 
501 
50~ 
504 
510 
517 
520 
522 

CHAPTER VI. THE SPECIAL CASE OF EPISTEMOLOGY 

1. THE FIELD OF KNOWLEDGE 527 
(A) EPISTEMOLOGY AS A SUBDIVISION OF ONTOLOGY. 527 
(B) EPISTEMOLOGY AND PSYCHOLOGY . 5112 
(C) THE WORLD TO BE KNOWN. 5!14 

2. THE CAPACITY FOR KNOWLEDGE. 5117 
(A) SUBJECT-OBJECT 5117 
(B) MIND-CAPACITY. 5~9 

(C) THE THEORY OF PERSPECTIVES. 542 

11. THE ACQUISITION OF KNOWLEDGE: PERCEPTION. 548 
(A) AWARENESS AND EXPERIENCE. 548 

(i) Sheer Awareness 548 
(ii) Raw Experience 550 

(B) SENSES AND SENSE DATA 554 
(C) PERCEPTION . 560 

(i) Primary Perception 560 
(ii) Developed Perception . 566 

(iii) Images 569 



CONTENTS XVll 

PAGE 

4. THE ACQUISITION OF KNOWLEDGE: CONCEPTION 574 
(A) THE FUNCTION OF COGNITION. 574 

(i) From Perception to Conception. 574 
(H) The Conception of Universals. 576 

(B) CONCEPTION: OBJECTIVE AND SUBJECTIVE 578 
(i) Abstraction of the Apprehended Object. 578 

(ii) The Mental Event. 581 
(Hi) Thought. 583 

(C) THE THEORY OF DUCTIONS. 585 
(i) Deductions 587 

(H) Inductions 588 

5. THE CONDITION OF KNOWLEDGE 589 
(A) SYMBOLISM 589 

(i) Universal Signs. 591 
(ii) Axial Signs . 591 

(iii) Actual Object Signs 592 
(B) TERMS AND PROPOSITIONS 594 

(i) Terms 594 
(ii) Propositions 600 

(C) KNOWLEDGE SYSTEMS 603 
(i) Knowledge as System 603 

(H) Systems as Independent 605 
(Hi) Systems as Applied. 607 

(D) TRUTH-FALSLTY 608 
(i) Truth 608 

(ii) Falsity 611 

6. THE COMMUNICATION OF KNOWLEDGE 613 
(A) RHETORIC 613 

(i) Simple Communication 613 
(ii) Persuasion 615 

(B) THE THEORY OF MEANING_ 617 

7. THE QUALITY OF KNOWLEDGE. 618 
(A) FEELING . 618 

(i) Pure Feeling. 619 
(H) Thought-Feeling 621 

(iii) Action-Feeling: The Will. 622 
(B) EMOTION 623 

8. THE HOLDING OF KNOWLEDGE 624 
(A) MEMORY 624 

(i) Stored Belief. 624 
(H) Imagination . 625 

(B) ONTOLOGICAL BELIEF 626 
(i) Belief in General 626 

(H) Belief in Particular. 629 



XVlll 

(C) 

CONTENTS 

THEORY OF THE ETHOS. 
(i) The Ethos of Common Sense. 

(ii) The Eidos as Implicit Dominant Ontology. 
(iii) The Ideal of Knowledge. 

PAGE 

636 
636 
638 
640 

9. CONCLUSIONS AS TO THE VALIDITY OF EPISTEMOLOGY. 642 

CHAPTER VII. THE ALL-PRESUMPTIVE CALCULUS 

1. ONTOLOGY AS A SYMBOLIC SYSTEM. 645 

(A) ONTOLOGICAL LOGIC AND LOGICAL ONTOLOGY. 645 
(i) The Ont91ogy of Logic 647 

(ii) The Logic of Ontology 649 
(B) ONTOLOGY AS A LOGICAL CALCULUS. 652 
(C) THE COMPROMISE MAXIMUM. 654 

2. THE AR-SYSTEM . 657 

(A) NATURE OF THE AR-SYSTEM 657 
(B) POSTULATES FOR THE AR-SYSTEM. 663 
(C) THE ALL-PRESUMPTIVE CLAIM. 684 

3. COMPARATIVE DEMONSTRATIONS: COMPLETENESS 689 

(A) WITH THE PHILOSOPHY OF ORGANISM. 690 
(B) WITH DIALECTIC MATERIALISM 693 
(C) WITH ANY SUPPOSED SYSTEM K 696 

(i) Conclusions from the Foregoing.. 696 
(ii) On the Possibility of Constructing any Number of 

Ontological Systems . 698 

4. FUNCTIONAL LIMITATIONS: CONSISTENCY 

(A) THE LIMITS OF PROOF 
(B) THE LIMITS OF INSTRUMENTALITY 

CHAPTER VIII. SAMPLES OF APPLICATIONS 

700 

700 
703 

1. THE EMPIRICAL EVIDENCE FOR ONTOLOGY. 707 

(A) RECAPITULATION: THE STATED EVIDENCE 707 
(B) THE METAPHYSICAL IMPORT OF PRACTICAL ApPLICATION. 708 

2. ONTOLOGICAL THEORY AND PRACTICE . _ 714 
(A) ONTOLOGY FROM THEORY TO PRACTICE. 

(i) Mediated Applications. 
(ii) Immediate Applications 

714 
715 
717 



CONTENTS XlX 

PAGE 

(B) ONTOLOGY FROM PRACTICE TO THEORY 720 
(i) Practice as Deliberately Applied Ontology. 720 

(ii) The Implicit Nature of Interpreted Systems. 723 
(C) ONTOLOGY FROM PRACTICE TO PRACTICE. 724 

(i) Involving Implicit Theory 725 
(ii) Involving Explicit Theory. 726 

3. THE AR-SYSTEM AS A GOING CONCERN. 726 

(A) IN THE LANGUAGE OF COMMON SENSE 726 
(B) IN THE PHYSICAL AND MATHEMATICAL LANGUAGES. 731 

4. THE MECHANISM OF APPLICATION. 733 
(A) THE THEORETICAL LEVEL. 733 

(i) Belief in the Three Philosophies 734 
(ii) Practice of the Three Philosophies 737 

(B) THE Modus Operandi LEVEL. 742 
(C) THE LEVEL OF PRACTICE 746 

5. APPLICATIONS TO INDIVIDUALS 718 
(A) ESSENCE: FEELING AND REASONING AS BEING. 748 
(B) EXISTENCE: DOING AS BEING . 751 
(C) DESTINY: AIMING AS BEING 753 
(D) EPISTEMOLOGY: KNOWING AS BEING. 754 
(E) ALL-PRESUMPTIVE CALCULUS 756 

(i) Systematizing as Being. 756 
(ii) The Rational Infinite Faculty 758 

6. APPLICATIONS TO CULTURES 759 
(A) SAMPLE FALLACIES . 760 

(i) In Empirical Fields. 760 
(ii) In Theoretical Fields 764 

(B) SAMPLE PROBLEMS . 767 
(i) In Empirical Fields. 768 
(ii) In Theoretical Fields 775 

7. PRINCIPLES OF TECHNIQUES 780 

8. THE CATAPLEXY OF HUMANISM 784 

INDEX . 789 




