
CONTENTS 
CHAPTER 

1. INTRODUCTORY 

The general purpose of the book. Relation 
between the" flashes of insight" and the general 
ideas of a philosophical scheme such as White
head's. The meaning of "rationalism" in 
contemporary philosophy. Speculative meta
physics, or the solving of detached problems? 
The dilemma of the modern metaphysician. 
Rival claims of the complexity of the subject
matter and the aim towards clarity. 

II. WHITEHEAD'S DEFENCE OF RATIONALISM 

The need for a constructive metaphysic. The 
Function of Reason. The Practical and the 
Speculative Reason. Requirements of a philo
sophical scheme. Value of such schemes. 
The methodology of metaphysics. Descriptive 
generalisation. Dangers and limitations of sys
tematic philosophy. Philosophy" the self-cor
rection of subjective over-emphasis." White
head's method in setting out his categorical 
scheme. Note on his terminology. 

III. SoME CHALLENGES TO " THE SENTIMENT OF 

PAGES 

1-8 

RATIONALITY" 42- 68 

Has Whitehead faced the problem set by the 
Critical Philosophy with regard to the possi
bility of pure metaphysics? His" Cartesian-

Xl 



xu CONTENTS 

CHAPTER I'AGES 

ism." The order in experience and the order 
in things. A possible interpretation of the 
Categories of the Understanding in the context 
of his Philosophy of Organism. An act of ex
perience as a construction. Relation of thought 
and reality as primarily a problem of the relation 
of the logical structure of the symbolism con
structed by Mind to the formal-structure of the 
real. The Platonic tradition of an objective 
AO'}'O> in things versus the anti-intellectualism of 
Bradley, Bergson and Croce. The problem of 
the application of relational' thought to the con
crete real seen as that of the analysis of factors 
within fact. Rationalism and contemporary life. 
The distrust and the desire for general ideas. 

IV. SOME PRIMARY NOTIONS OF THE PHILOSOPHY OF 

ORGANISM - 69-101 

The Categorical Scheme. The Category of 
the Ultimate. Actual entities and events. The 
concept of Process. The Ontological Principle. 
"Vacuous actuality" and the notion of Existence. 
Subjective aim and" real internal constitution." 
Prehensions. The two ways of understanding 
an actual entity. The concept of Organism. 

V. ARE THE ETERNAL OBJECTS PLATONIC IDEAS? 102-139 

Interpretation of the term "Platonism." The 
search for the forms in the facts. Relativism. 
Permanence and Flux. Objects and events. 
Repetition and periodicity in nature. Eternal, 
objects as "forms of definiteness." Actuality 



CHAPTER 

CONTENTS 

a limitation amid alternative possibilities. Meta
physical status of these relevant possibilities. 
The Primordial Nature of God. Difficulty in 
using the name "God" in this connection. 
Abstractive hierarchies. Subjective and ob
jective eternal objects. Comparison with some 
discussions in the Sophist. 

VI. THE ORGANISATION OF FEELINGS 

An act of experience as a construction. White
head's philosophy" a critique of pure feeling." 
Does it involve a "pathetic fallacy"? The 
Categorical Obligations. Distinction between 
physical and conceptual feelings. Hybrid feel
ings. The transmission of feelings. Theory of 
Perception. Causal efficacy and Presentational 
Immediacy. Theory of Propositions, and 
Judgments. "Metaphysical propositions." 

VII. CREATIVITY AND ORDER 

Problem of the formal elements in concrete 
fact. Atomism and organism. Relation of 
atomic actual entities to organic nexus; and to 
former view of objects and events. Cellular 
theory. Enduring objects; societies of actual 
entItIes. Order and novelty. The Extensive 
Continuum. Properties of Extensive Con
nection. The Method of Extensive Abstrac
tion. Systematic uniformities as presupposi
tions of Induction and Measurement. Laws of 
nature. Morphology of evolution in types of 
order. "Living" organisms. The Order of 
Reason. 

X11l 

l'AGES 



XIV CONTENTS 

CHAPTER PAGBS 

VIII. COSMIC, ETHICAL AND h:STHETIC ORDER IN THE 

"TIM.lEUS" AND IN WHITEHEAD'S PHILO-

SOPHY 220-24J 
A. E. Taylor's discussions of the analogy between 
Whitehead's cosmology and that of the Tima-us. 
The emergence of a type of order. Creativity 
and the Matrix of Becoming. Relational views 
of Space and Time. Notion of becoming as 
involving organising forms of structure. Inter
penetration of the rational. Bearing of concept 
of rational order on ethics and :esthetics. "Fit
ness" of the rational. Amor IntdlcetuoNs Dei. 

IX. FINAL ApPLICATIONS OF THE PHILOSOPHY OF OR-

GANISM IN NATURAL THEOLOGY 242-273 
The difficulties of natural theology. Is there 
still a place for it? Religion and metaphysics. 
The possibility of rational religion. Creativity 
and the Primordial Nature of God. Com
parison with Alexander's idea of Deity; and 
with the cosmology of the Christian Platonists 
of Alexandria. " Valuation" and" appetition" 
in God's Primordial Nature. The becoming 
of temporal actuality. Objective immortality 
and the loss of subjective immediacy. Fulfil-
ment of temporal actuality in the Consequent 
Nature of God. The conservation of value. 
Intensity of order. Harmony and contrast. The 
problem of evil. Mutual obstructiveness of 
temporal actualities. The Divine Order. 

X. CONCLUSION 

INDEX OF PROPER NAMES 

GENERAL INDEX 

274-282 

28 3-284 

28 5-289 




