
Contents 

Preface 

PART ONE 

The Conditions of Knowledge 

I. Why a Theory of Knowledge? 
C a) The questions asked 3 
Cb) Skepticism, knowledge, and the search for 

certainty 10 

Cc) Is philosophical skepticism possible? 16 

2. Traditional Answers to Skepticism 
Ca) Rationalism 23 

Cb) Empiricism 33 
Cc) Common sense and ordinary language 45 
Cd) Dialectical argument and proof 48 

3. Meaning and Meaningfulness 
Ca) Knowledge and concepts 53 

Cb) Meaning and verification 60 

Cc) Meaning and use 64 
Cd) Concepts and criteria 68 
Ce) Appendix-Universals 76 

ix 

3 

23 

53 

CONTENTS vii 

Knowledge and Belief 
Ca) Does knowledge involve belief? 78 
(b) What is belief? 86 
(c) What is knowledge? 95 
(d) Types of knowledge 103 

5. Truth 
(a) What are the problems about truth? 112 

(b) Classical theories of truth 1 1 7 
(c) Recent accounts of truth 126 

(d) Can the correspondence theory be de
fended? 132 

(e) Facts and objectivity 136 

PART TWO 

The Scope of Knowledge 

6. Perception 
(a) The argument from illusion 145 
(b) The "given" 155 

(c) Sense data and appearances 164 
Cd) Traditional theories of perception 170 

(e) Perception and the world 177 
(0 Perception, knowledge, and belief 184 

7. Memory 
(a) Skepticism about memory 188 
(b) The concept of the past 196 
(c) Types of memory 202 

(d) Is memory a source of knowledge? 211 

78 

112 

145 

188 

8. Knowledge of Oneself and Others 21 5 
(a) Privacy and solipsism 215 

(b) Knowledge of one's own states of mind 225 

(c) Knowledge of other people's states of mind 232 

(d) Knowledge of one's own body 241 
(e) Self-knowledge and knowledge of other 

persons 245 



Vlll THE THEORY OF Knowledge 
9. A Priori Knowledge 

(a) What is a priori knowledge? 249 
(b) The analytic and the synthetic 256 
(c) Synthetic a priori truth 265 
(d) Conceptual truths 272 

(e) The a priori in mathematics and science 

PART THREE 

Conclusions and Further Problems 

24: 

275 
Preface 

10. A Complete Theory of Knowledge? 28 
(a) The sources of knowledge and ignorance 283 
(b) Special fields of epistemology 287 
(c) The impossibility of "foundations" 289 

BmLIOGRAPHY 29 

INDEX 
The main substance of a large part of this book stems 

2951 from lectures that I gave, and in some cases have con
tinued to give, at Birkbeck College, University of Lon
don, over a period of several years. I have endeavored to 
keep the material up to date, but many generations of 
Birkbeck students will be familiar with the kind of 
thing that this book contains. The debt that lowe to 
these students is immense. Birkbeck students have always 
been ever-ready to comment upon and correct one's 
views, and I have derived a vast amount of profit from 
their interjections. It is more than appropriate that I 
should record my gratitude here. 

I am also extremely grateful to the editor of the series, 
Professor D. J. O'Connor, for his encouragement in the 
Writing of this book. He has read the complete type
script, and my thanks are due for his comments. I need 
hardly say that the responsibility for whatever faults the 
book contains is entirely mine, as is equally the respon
sibility for the views put forward. 

My colleague, Dr. S. C. Brown, has also read the com
plete typescript and has made a number of very helpful 
comments. I am extremely grateful to him. I also owe 




